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Stanley’s Last Stand 





We joined Stanley Roberts for his final People Behaving Badly, and his bad self looked back on 20 years as S.F.’s most beloved and hated TV reporter. 


By Joe Kukura 


Everyone loves KRON-4 News’ 
People Behaving Badly, but no one ever 
wants to appear on it. If you've yet to be 
caught behaving badly, you may be in the 
clear; Stanley Roberts just taped his last 
ever Bay Area People Behaving Badly seg- 
ment before he takes his act to KHPO in 
Phoenix — and SF Weekly joined for the 
occasion. 

Roberts started at KRON-4 asa 
photojournalist exactly 20 years ago 
this week, and created the People 
Behaving Badly segment in 2006. The 
nightly local news piece that busts 
low-level scofflaws like shoplifters, 
errant Uber drivers, city workers 
asleep on the job, and San Franciscans 
drinking or peeing in public has since 
gained a worldwide cult following, 
racked up tens of millions of YouTube 
views, and has established Roberts for 
more than a decade as the Bay Area’s 
favorite journalistic jester. 

Stanley Twelve years later, his ten- 
ure is coming to a close. 

“This is my last day. What could pos- 
sibly go wrong?” Roberts laughs. 

We embark on hunting bad behavers 
in Roberts’ white Ford Escape with a 
“Hang Up - Quit Behaving Badly” license 
plate holder. His car has not one but two 
dashcams recording at all times. 

“In case shit goes sideways,” he 
explains. 

Roberts operates as a lone wolf. 
There is no camera crew, and he is 
outfitted in the exact same clothes he 
wears in every segment — a signature 
red flannel shirt, and a custom-made 
People Behaving Badly baseball cap 
that was a gift from the California 
Highway Patrol. 

We're joining this same highway 
patrol today, and Roberts’ assignment 
is to catch distracted drivers blabbing 
on their phones on US Route 101 in 
Marin County. 

“T don’t shame people,” Roberts 
says of his unique line of work. “You 
play stupid games, you win stupid 
prizes.” 

As we arrive at the CHP office, Rob- 
erts hands SF Weekly the bright orange 
safety vest required of civilians riding 
with highway patrol. This is from 
Stanley’s personal stash of helmets, 
fire gear, and even body armor that he 
wears in a range of potentially danger- 
ous situations with law enforcement. 

“When in Rome, do as the Ro- 
mans,” he says. 

But being Stanley Roberts comes 
with its own set of dangers. Roberts 


has been physically attacked more 
than a dozen times over the years, and 
once had a $100,000 bounty placed on 
his head (albeit on Craigslist). 

The hashtag #FuckStanleyRoberts is 
still quite active on both Instagram and 
Twitter. “There used to be one called 
#187StanleyRoberts, but I got Insta- 
gram to take it down,” he says, citing 
the fact that 187 is the California penal 
code classification for murder. 

“Some people claim that they hate 
me — I call them ‘fans in denial.’ 
They'll ask for a photo, and just before 
the photo is snapped, they put their 
middle finger up,” Roberts says. “The 
funny part is they'll tweet how I made 
them take a photo with me. They 
won't mention all the nice stuff they 
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said to me, like, ‘Man, the stuff you 
do is great.’ Then on Twitter, it’s “Fuck 
you, Stanley Roberts.’ 

“I get threats all the time,’ Roberts 
adds. “I had a lady call up one day and 
say I physically assaulted her. That 
never happened. But they do anything 
they can to avoid being on TV.” 

Roberts is greeted as a rock star 
by the highway patrol officers, all of 
whom drop everything to shake his 
hand and bid him farewell. He has a 
unique relationship with law enforce- 
ment, who see him as a catalyst for 
keeping people on better behavior. 

“You can do enforcement when you 
write one person a ticket for speed- 
ing, but that one person has a ticket. 
You've educated one person,” Roberts 


» 


s ae Roberts 
: . 


gus 





Photo by Josh Edelson 


explains. “But when you put a camera 
into the mix and you broadcast it to 
thousands and thousands of people, 
maybe millions, you educate more than 
one person with that ticket. 

“Some people say to me, ‘I’ve 
learned from you and I’m a better 
driver’,” he adds. Then “there’s the 
other end of the spectrum where they 
say ‘Go fuck yourself.” 

As we set out in a CHP cruiser, 
Roberts displays an eagle eye for spot- 
ting distracted drivers. 

“He’s got a phone in his hand!” he 
shouts to the patrolman behind the 
wheel. “Green! Green!” he yells when 
seeing a distracted driver in a green 
Prius. 

Inevitably, several drivers insist 


they were not on their phones. “It’s 
funny how people deny being on the 
cellphone,” he says. “Then you tell 
them we got you on video.” 

Roberts’ final segment was clas- 
sic, but it is unlikely drivers on their 
phones will gain the notoriety of his 
annual expose on people peeing in the 
streets at Bay to Breakers. 

“IT don’t go there for the purpose of 
catching people urinating in public,” 
he claims, though that is exactly what 
happens every year. “It started with 
a huge mess in the park. I did a piece 
about how bad it was and they put 
a fence around Alamo Square. They 
were bringing their own toilet paper 
roll into the bushes and just going for 
broke.” 

Roberts was threatened with law- 
suits by the urinators he filmed, as he 
has been each year since. “They tell 
me I don’t have the right to videotape 
them, but I do have the right,” he in- 
sists. “If you don’t want to talk, don’t 
talk.” 

Roberts’ last San Francisco People 
Behaving Badly is now complete, and 
aired Monday night. He’s now heading 
to Phoenix, which has its own unique 
set of bad behaviors. 

“They average one fatal crash every 
nine hours. That is unprecedented,” 
he says. “Their biggest problem is red- 
light runners. It’s so bad that the Lord 
has sent me to Arizona to save them 
from their evil ways. Either that, or I’m 
going to hell. Because Arizona is hot.” 

But Stanley Roberts’ indelible mark 
will remain. “I’ve made some major 
changes in the Bay Area,” he says at 
the end of his last shift. “Changes in 
how they design a roadway, and in en- 
forcement, what they look for.” 

And he figures to continue receiv- 
ing threats and harassment in his 
next chapter. “There’s been so much 
violence against journalists,” Roberts 
says. ‘I’m too dumb to know to not go 
by myself, I just want to go.” 

The show’s name People Behaving 
Badly will remain the property of 
KRON-4, but will not retain Roberts’ 
inimitable deadpan comic narration. 
Most of us watched People Behaving 
Badly for its fabulous entertainment 
value, but the threat of being caught 
and exposed on a humorous TV news 
segment probably conditioned us all 
to behave a little better. 

And for that, the Bay Area will 
miss Stanley Roberts. Badly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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At this time 
of crisis, a ray of 
hope has entered 
the world: the 
emergence ot the 
World Teacher 
and his group, the 
Masters of Wisdom. 
These great Teachers 
are living among 
us now, working 
constantly trom 


¢ The growing 
power of 
the people 
demanding justice, 
basic human rights 
and saving the 
planet 


Now Unfolding 


¢ An increase in 
UFO sightings 
worldwide 

¢ The emergence 


7 a tou behind the scenes 
eee =" 2 to help and uplitt 
humanity 


people everywhere. 
Find out how these 


extraordinary 





They are poised to 
come forward openly 
onto the world scene 
and speak directly to 
all of humanity. 

The World 
Teacher and the 
Masters will 
guide us onto the 
right path, away 
trom the precipice, 
and awaken our 
innermost longing 
for peace, justice 
and brotherhood/ 
sisterhood. 


events are related. 


In all history 
there has never 
been a time like 
the present. Never 
has there been the 
Same potential for 
change. 

We are living 
in an epic period 
at the end, and 
beginning, of 
civilizations — one 
reason Tor the chaos 
and contusion, 
destruction and 
violence, so prevalent 
today. 


Humanity is ata 
critical crossroads, 


but In which 
direction are we 
heading: the path 
of seltish separatism 
and inequality 
based on greed and 
competition; or the 





path of cooperation 
and sharing leading 
to global peace 

and brotherhood/ 
sisterhood? Time is 
running out Tor us to 
halt the destruction 
daily wrought on 
planet Earth. 
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By Nuala Sawyer 


Fare evasion is something that 
everyone who takes BART regularly 
witnesses. Whether it’s sneaking out 
through the alarm-free emergency gate, 
hopping over turnstiles, or squeezing 
together for a two-for-one price, there 
are innumerable ways to game the pay- 
ment system, if only you're brave and 
athletic enough to do so. 

Riders have skipped tickets for as 
long as BART has been around, but 
earlier this year, the transportation 
agency decided enough was enough. 
“Fare cheats, beware!” stated a blog 
post on BART’s site in January, an- 
nouncing that fare inspectors were 
being hired to check for valid tickets. 

“The Board has determined that 
the adoption of this ordinance is 
necessary to maintain the financial 
stability of the district,” a BART 
ordinance said, disclosing that an es- 
timated $25 million per year is lost in 
potential revenue each year. 

But at a cost of $740,000 per year 
— in salaries for fare-inspection off- 
cers and their equipment — the plan 
to reduce fare evasions isn’t cheap, 
and it could get more expensive. 
BART launched a new proposal this 
month to replace 600 fare gates sys- 
temwide with a more secure option, 
which would cost $200 million. 

The new fare gates are part of a 
larger plan that BART General Man- 
ager Grace Crunican put together to 
increase safety and riders’ faith in the 
system. Public trust has been dealt a 
hefty blow by a handful of highly pro- 
filed homicides on the platform ear- 
lier this summer, culminating in the 
fatal stabbing of Nia Wilson in July. 

“BART has always been focused 
on public safety but it’s clear that we 
must do even more,’ Crunican said 
in a statement. “The tragic murder 
of Nia Wilson has deeply saddened 
everyone at BART, as well as the 
communities we serve. Our riders are 
demanding that we do more to main- 
tain public safety.” 

Fare evasion may seem like an odd 
area to dedicate hundreds of millions 
of dollars to in the name of safety, 
and it is. Although John Cowell, the 
key suspect in Wilson’s death, was 
alleged to ride the train regularly for 
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Recent criticism about 
BART hase ‘tended 
beyond the timeliness 

of trains ' CMT: safety © 


of passenger: 


free, there aren't any studies that link 
skipping payment to an increase in 
crime on the platform. But what is 
evident is the positive effects an addi- 
tional $25 million could have on the 
system, if used appropriately. 

“Losing $25 million a year seri- 
ously hampers the system, which 
hurts our region’s transit-dependent 
population the most,” Janice Li, a 
candidate for the District 8 BART 
Board seat, tells SF Weekly. “It’s the 
BART passengers that lose out the 
most when revenues are lost. I’m in 
support of replacing fare gates and 
would push to make sure that acces- 
sibility is significantly improved for 
people with disabilities and people 
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taking their bike on BART.” 

Thus far, BART’s fare evasion pro- 
gram officers haven't netted a whole 
bunch of money for the system. In 
the first two months, 1,300 citations 
were written, at $75 a pop (or $55 
if you're a minor). According to data 
pulled by the Chronicle in June, only 
around 100 people actually paid up. 

This alone hints that perhaps the 
reason people sidestep BART’s tickets 
is not out of a lack of respect for the 
law, but because the tickets are too 
expensive. 

“We need to push BART to expand 
its low-income fare program,” Li says. 
“Transportation is the second-largest 
household expense, and if people 


BART Wages a Pricey War 
On Fare Dodgers 





Courtesy of Shutterstock 


are evading fares because they can’t 
afford to get to work, to childcare, to 
school, and beyond, BART needs to 
step up and do more for its riders.” 

But even if the BART Board does 
approve the $200 million and con- 
struction on new fare gates moves 
forward, we can bet that fare evaders 
are going to find new ways to access 
the system. It may take a little extra 
creativity, but no transit system in 
the world is completely inaccessible 
for those who want (or need) to ride 
for free. 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 


Surveillance 
State 


By Ida Mojadad 


New monitors installed at Civic 
Center BART station this week come 
with the convenience of train arrival 
times — anda preview of potential 
danger ahead. 

A monitor at the northern Sev- 
enth Street entrance of the station 
now displays a feed of four surveil- 
lance cameras on the platform as 
a preview for riders who enter the 
fare gates. 

BART announced the addition on 
Monday, saying that it shows “what 
the platform situation is.” 

“It’s also a friendly reminder that 
we have working cameras all over 
the place and it is monitored,’ BART 
tweeted. 

The message evokes the common 
warning by retail stores to shoplift- 
ers, only without the passive-ag- 
gressive smiley face. But it’s also 
an indirect response to the fatal 
stabbing of 18-year-old Nia Wilson 
on the platform of the MacArthur 
BART station in June, which gar- 
nered national attention. 

In August, the BART Board of 
Directors approved a $28 million 
“Safety and Security Action Plan,” 
which included plans for video 
screens. Civic Center station was 
chosen for a prototype installation 
by Aug. 15. 

While the new screen implies 
changes ahead, don’t expect to see 
a surveillance feed at every station 
entrance; additional board agree- 
ment and funds are needed for the 
plan to expand. BART estimates 
that a districtwide set of screens 
would cost about $1.14 million. 

As it stands now, it’s just one 
more case where Civic Center sta- 
tion receives targeted attention. 

In June, then-Mayor Mark Farrell 
announced BART police and SFPD 
officers will spend 500 hours a week 
on the station to move unhoused 
individuals away from its hallways 
and platforms. 

That’s 12 full-time officers-worth 
of the police resources on one 
station while SFPD is chronically 
understaffed, making sure that even 
without screens, BART’s denizens 
know they’re being watched. 
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The Face 

of Medical 
Marijuana Is This 
5-Year-Old Girl 


Stripped of any additional con- 
text, the idea of a 5-year-old girl with epi- 
lepsy fighting for access to medication at 
school would seem ludicrous. Unfortu- 
nately, in the case of Santa Rosa’s Brooke 
Adams and her mother, Jana, context is 
everything. 

Brooke suffers from a rare form 
of the disease known as Dravet Syn- 
drome, which leaves her prone to 
frequent seizures. After exhausting 
a range of traditional treatments 
without success, Brooke’s mother 
found that a THC-rich cannabis oil 
administered to her daughter’s gums 
usually stops a seizure within three 
minutes. Jana Adams also regularly 
gives Brooke a CBD compound as a 
preventative measure, but it’s the THC 
oil that has led the family into a legal 


battle with widespread ramifications. 

The Rincon Valley Union School 
District has refused to allow Brooke to 
begin kindergarten as administrators 
are unwilling to keep the young girl’s 
THC oil on campus. The issue is not 
whether Brooke takes a medication 
with cannabis, but rather what federal 
funding restrictions the district could 
face if they acted in defiance of nation- 
al law. 

Rincon Valley’s assistant superin- 
tendent, Cathy Myhers, has offered 
public commentary that seems to 
indicate her desire to see an outcome 
where Brooke is allowed to matriculate 
at the district. Owing to her inability 
to comment directly on matters cur- 
rently in progress, Myhers has spoken 
about the subject in general terms, 
telling the Santa Rosa Press Democrat, 
“T hope that we will receive guidance 
on how to best serve 
the needs of students 
who require medical 
cannabis on a public 
school campus, without 
breaking the law and 
jeopardizing our state 
and federal funding.” 

The district’s cur- 
rent suggestion — that | 
Brooke be home- | 
schooled — was not 
satisfactory to Adams, 
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who has now taken to the press and 
the courts to provide her daughter the 
same educational experience as her 
peers. (Efforts to reach Adams were 
unsuccessful.) 

At the crux of the matter are sever- 
al California laws that enforce the sep- 
aration of cannabis and schools. One 
— established as part of Proposition 
64 — prohibits cannabis from being 
within 1,000 feet of public schools. 
While sensible in the abstract, such 
laws ultimately only serve to reinforce 
the idea that cannabis is an illicit 
substance, essentially demeaning its 
value as medicine. No one would ever 
make a law prohibiting the possession 
of EpiPens within a certain radius of a 
school, but until the public perception 
surrounding cannabis evolves to the 
point where it’s viewed as a medicine 
instead of the equivalent to alco- 
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hol or far more dangerous substances 
like methamphetamine, individuals 
like Brooke Adams will remain stuck 
in a legal limbo. California’s SB 1127, 
which is currently under consideration 
in the state Assembly, may rectify this 
issue within certain parameters. 

The fact that the U.S. finds cannabis 
to be a bigger problem than, say, Ad- 
derall — a popular, often-abused, yet 
perfectly legal ADHD drug — indicates 
that the impetus for shunning can- 
nabis as a medical option in the class- 
room has little to do with the risks it 
would impose and everything to do 
with the fact that it originates from 
beyond the grasp of major pharmaceu- 
tical companies. 

At present, several other states 
where cannabis is legal have opted to 
embrace the needs of students like 

Brooke Adams. Maine, 
New Jersey, and Colorado 
have all made exceptions 
for children with doc- 
tor-verified medical-mar- 
ijuana needs to attend 
public school — although 
they are now at risk of 
having federal funding 
and grants withheld. In 
short, it’s a risky solu- 
tion for a problem that 
has no all-encompassing 
answer, short of canna- 
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bis becoming legal at the national level. 

Last Monday, Brooke Adams start- 
ed kindergarten. She is currently able 
to attend school thanks to a temporary 
court order that will last until the 
judge in her case makes a final ruling. 
That decision is expected within the 
next two months, at which point 
Brooke will either set a precedent for 
other children by being permanently 
permitted to receive medical marijuana 
in the classroom, or her mother will 
begin the process of appealing the 
ruling. In either case, it seems evident 
that what happens to Brooke Adams 
will serve as a bellwether for how Cali- 
fornia rectifies its conflicting positions 
on the role of cannabis. 

A Mormon who doesn't drink al- 
cohol, Jana Adams has shown a fierce 
devotion to her daughter’s rights to a 
qualify education and to medication 
critical to her well-being. That alone is 
an encouraging sign of the changing 
attitudes surrounding cannabis. While 
it’s unlikely this issue will be resolved 
anytime soon, it is a vital step on the 
long road toward acceptance and ac- 
cess. 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and 
music for SF Weekly. 
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Buildinga 
Case For Sexual 
Harassment 


By Chris Dolan 


Todays question comes from Marsha G. in 
San Francisco who asks: 


QO: | am being sexually harassed at work. | 
complained about the conduct of “dick pics” 
and other unwanted sexual texts and 
emails to my boss, and the guy who sent 
them, and told him to stop but he continued 
so | reported it to the regional manager. 
Turns out they are literally frat buddies and 
they worked together to write me up for a 
bogus Infraction and fire me. | feel like this 
was harassment and retaliation. | sent an 
email complaining to HR. They want me to 
go to mediation. Do | have a case? What 
options do | have? What exactly does medi- 
ation involve and do | need a lawyer? 


A: Dear Marsha; | wish | could say that this 
comes as a surprise but, having done em- 
ployment law for 25 years now not much 
does. | can remember my first “dic-pic’ case 
and couldn't believe how stupid of the of- 
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fender to send the evidence 
much less how entitled he felt to 
invade my client's rights, privacy 
and security. Shamefully, al- 
though prevention and enforce- 
ment have improved over the 
past 25 years, there Is still a 
stagnant pool of knuckle drag- 
gers who haven't been informed 
that sexist and misogynistic be- 
havior Is illegal. The #metoo 
movement has been a tremen- 
dous catalyst for the expansion 
of awareness and our employee 
rights department Is seeing a 
dramatic increase in the number 
women reaching out for legal as- 
sistance. 

Under California's Fair Em- 
ployment and Housing Act 
(FEHA), encapsulated within Government 
Code 12940, harassment based on sex, gen- 
der, gender identification, sexual orienta- 
tion (as well as race, etc.) is unlawful. The 
law applies to any business with more than 
one employee. Harassment can be one of 
two types, quid-pro-quo, like a movie mogul 
saying If you have sex with me you will get 
this part, or the existence of hostile environ- 
ment where unwanted behavior is severe 
and /or pervasive. A key element Is a show- 
ing that the conduct was unwanted. 

California Civil Jury Instruction No. 
2524 sets forth the elements of a hostile 
environment claim. “Severe or pervasive” 
means conduct that alters the conditions of 
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employment and creates a hostile or abu- 
sive work environment.” Juries are in- 
structed to consider the following in 
analyzing whether the facts present a case 
of sexual harassment: a) the nature of the 
conduct; b) how often, and over what pe- 
riod, the conduct occurred; c) the circum- 
stances under which the conduct 


occurred;(d) whether the conduct was phys- 


ically threatening or humiliating; and e) the 
extent to which the conduct unreasonably 
interfered with an employee's work perfor- 
mance. If you are employed in California, 
you are covered under the FEHA unless you 
work for the Federal Government where Ti- 
tle VII of the Civil Rights Act applies. 
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An employee Is liable in- 
dividually for their own sex- 
ual harassment and an 
employer may be liable un- 
der several different circum- 
stances 1) where the 
employer has failed to take 
steps to prevent discrimina- 
tion and harassment, 2) 
where the employer knows, 
or because of the circum- 
stances should have known, 
about the conduct and fails 
to engage in prompt and suf- 
} ficient remedial measures to 
put a stop to the conduct, 
and/or 3) when the harass- 
ment Is done by an owner, 
officer, director, manager or 
Supervisor. 

Employers with 50 or more employees 
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have an obligation to provide sexual harass- 


ment training to supervisors every two 
years. They also have an obligation to post, 
In a conspicuous place, notice of employ- 
ees rights under FEHA. Their failure to do 
so may make them liable for subsequent 
harassment. 

The remedies for unlawful harassment 
and retaliation include both economic and 
non-economic damages. Economic dam- 
ages cover financial losses such as loss of 
income, benefits, stock options, medical 
care, etc. Non-economic damages cover 
harms and losses to an individual's person 
and well-being such as the fear, anxiety, hu- 
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miliation, grief, emotional distress and vul- 
nerability associated with the harassment 
and your sudden loss of income. Punitive 
damages may also be assessed against the 
company If the conduct was committed by 
an officer, director or high-level manager. 
These are damages which are assessed 
against an individual or company to, in addi- 
tion of making the employee “whole” with 
compensation for economic and non-eco- 
nomic damages, punish companies where 
appropriate. 

Mediation is a non-binding process 
that utilizes a neutral third party to review 
each side's facts and claims and then try 
and mediate the dispute, i.e., help each side 
to see the strengths and weaknesses of 
their claims and try and reach a mutually 
agreeable resolution. Arbitration is where, 
instead of a right to a jury trial, the matter Is 
heard and decided in private. If your em- 
ployment agreement, calls for mediation or 
arbitration of disputes before filing a law- 
Suit, you may have to exhaust those reme- 
dies before pursuing other avenues such as 
a lawsuit or you may be prohibited from do- 
ing so. If mediation and/or arbitration is not 
required, you may procced to fill a claim 
with the DFEH and either have them con- 
duct an investigation, or issue a ‘right to 
sue’ letter and proceed in civil court. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner of the 
Dolan Law Firm. Email Chris questions 
and topics for future articles to 
help@dolanlawfirm.com 
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We are studying a medication-based 
treatment that may help. 
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TOAIG RELATIONSHIP 


By Ida Mojadad 
and Laura Waxmann 


Not far from the radioactive 
soil of Hunters Point, city environmental 
engineer Amy Brownell sits stoically ina 
room full of people who want her fired. 

Someone tells her she should pro- 
tect herself from criminal prosecution 
and become a whistleblower against 
the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health. But in a large meeting 
space down the stairs of the Southeast 
Community Facility on an afternoon 
in August, she’s here to do the exact 
opposite: Assure everyone that their 
health is not in danger by living adja- 
cent to the Hunters Point Shipyard, 

a U.S. EPA-designated Superfund site 
recently embroiled in a fraudulent 
cleanup scandal. 

Earlier this year, the EPA deter- 
mined that as much as 97 percent of 
the data produced by Tetra Tech, the 
Navy contractor spearheading the for- 
mer shipyard’s toxic cleanup for more 
than a decade, may have been falsified 
or manipulated. In May, two former 
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Tetra Tech supervisors were sentenced 
to federal prison after admitting they 
swapped out contaminated soil sam- 
ples for clean ones. 

Since as far back as 2012, whis- 
tleblowers have come forward alleging 
that fraud was rife throughout the 
shipyard. Still, health officials and reg- 
ulators insisted that it was safe to work 
and live on parts of the shipyard that 
have been evaluated and remediated 
based on their historical use. 

“We have multiple lines of evidence 
that it is safe for people to be out 
there,” Brownell says, waving a letter 
from the EPA’s Superfund division. “It 
doesn’t mean there isn’t remediation 
left to do.” 

The letter states that, in spite of the 
fraudulent data, the agency doesn’t 
believe the radioactive contamination 
poses health risks. But for decades, 
the predominantly Black residents of 
Bayview-Hunters Point had sensed 
the historically industrial area was dif- 
ferent, as they faced poor health out- 
comes that can’t simply be explained 
away. Breast cancer rates there are 
twice the San Francisco average, and 
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the life expectancy averages fully 14 
years less than that of San Franciscans 
who live on Russian Hill. 

Brownell had downplayed this 
neighborhood-wide experience in the 
past — and community members are 
loath to forget it. 

Marie Harrison, a Bayview advocate 
who served for 16 years on a com- 
munity oversight board to advise the 
cleanup, says the ongoing effort has 
left her with “a lot of built-up anxiety.” 

“T don’t know how long I am going 
to be here,” she says. “But I sure as hell 
am not going anywhere until I make 
sure you all clean up that shipyard 
correctly.” 


Jutting into the Bay in the south- 
east corner of San Francisco, the massive 
development couldn’t come soon enough 
to alleviate the city’s housing crisis. 
Mayor Ed Lee promised to add 30,000 
new homes by 2020, and the Hunters 
Point and Candlestick neighborhoods 
are ground zero for that effort. More 
than half of the roughly 6,000 affordable 
homes overseen by the city’s Office of 
Community Investment and Infrastruc- 
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ture are set to go there. 

But the site’s past as a shipyard has 
come back to haunt it, just as construc- 
tion is set to go into high gear. The 
hazardous waste that caused the EPA 
to deem it a Superfund site means the 
Navy is responsible for cleaning up its 
former shipyard before developer Five 
Point Holdings can construct more 
homes. To do this, the Navy contracted 
civil-engineering firm Tetra Tech for an 
estimated $300 million between 2002 
and 2016 to remediate the roughly 
500-acre site. As far back as World War 
II, when the Navy used the drydock 
to clean ships exposed to atomic tests 
in the Pacific Ocean, Hunters Point 
became contaminated with radioactive 
cesium-137 and other hazardous mate- 
rials: asbestos, glow-in-the-dark paint, 
lead, and pesticides. 

It appears no one knew just how 
extensive the contamination was. The 
remediation effort is ongoing, and 
has been subject to oversight by the 
U.S. EPA and two departments within 
the California Department of Public 
Health: the Department of Toxic Sub- 
stances Control and the San Francisco 
Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board. 

Additionally, the shipyard develop- 
ment came with a federally mandated 
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB), a 
sort of neighborhood council that Dr. 
Ahimsa Porter Sumchai, a former phy- 
sician specialist for the city’s Depart- 
ment of Public Health, joined in 2000. 
Her fellow elected members included 
teachers, scientists, doctors, and regu- 
lar residents rooted in the community. 

The RAB was also, by all appearanc- 
es, the only truly democratic process 
that enabled residents living near toxic 
hotspots to voice their concerns about 
the ongoing cleanup. Advocates point 
out that “community acceptance” of 
the cleanup process is a guiding crite- 
ria of the Superfund law. 

In 2001, Porter Sumchai formed a 
radiological subcommittee as the “his- 
tory of the shipyard was declassified,” 
she says. More details of the shipyard’s 
toxic past were unearthed, such as the 
Navy’s operation of a nuclear warfare 
research lab on the shipyard from 1946 
to 1969. 

Although testing continues in other 
zones of the overall project site, three 
specific sections with largely vacant 
buildings — dubbed Parcel A, Parcel 
E, and Parcel G — constitute the main 
areas of concern. Parcel A became the 
first site transferred to the city after 
regulators stamped it clean in 2004. 
Since 2013, more than 300 homes 
have been developed on the hilltop, the 
first of more than 10,500 residences 
planned for what will be the city’s larg- 


est mixed-use development in a centu- 
ry. (The EPA ordered land transfers to 
the city halted in 2016, years after first 
reports of malpractice surfaced. ) 

Porter Sumchai says she and others 
on the board did not feel confident 
that Parcel A was safe for residential 
development. Apart from several 
buildings known to be radiologically 
affected, Porter Sumchai says there 
was the “adjacent issue of the Parcel E 
landfill that was south and at the bor- 
der of Parcel A.” 

Industrial waste was dumped in the 
landfill, and remains on-site. Porter 
Sumchai says it contained methane gas 
within 100 feet of Parcel A and ground- 
water that could potentially move 
harmful substances around. 

“It could migrate and enter into 
Parcel A — and of course, there were 
radioactive contaminants in the land- 
fill,” she says. 

Her concerns were not a priority, 
however. Five Point Holdings stands 
to make millions from the remaining 
development, which gives city leaders 
something they can point to, to show 
they’re chipping away at the housing 
shortage. But community advocates 
were concerned that new residents on 
Parcel A would face the same health 
disparities, like high levels of cancer 
and tumors, as the generations of 
people living adjacent to the shipyard. 

In January, residents’ suspicions 
about why were vindicated. The en- 
vironmental watchdog group Public 
Employees for Environmental Re- 
sponsibility revealed that up to 97 
percent of data collected by contractor 
Tetra Tech had been compromised — 
and whistleblowers have come to the 
Navy with reports of wrongdoing as 
far back as 2012, before any houses 
on Parcel A were even built. 

These allegations paint the picture 
of a company that had put profits 
over accuracy for decades by rushing 
through field work and falsifying data 
on Parcel G, a site once envisioned as 
the new home of the San Francisco 
49ers stadium — and where residen- 
tial development is now delayed. 

Adding credence to the claims, 
Tetra Tech supervisors Stephen C. 
Rolfe and Justin E. Hubbard plead- 
ed guilty in May 2017 to falsifying 
records in the cleanup and were 
sentenced to eight months in prison. 
Whereas whistleblowers attribute the 
falsification of data to pressure from 
high-ranking leaders in the company, 
Tetra Tech depicts its former employ- 
ees as a few bad apples and considers 
its hands clean. 

“We have zero tolerance for vio- 
lations of established protocols and 
procedures on any project site,’ Tetra 


Tech spokesperson and independent 
PR specialist Sam Singer said in a 
statement after the sentences were 
made public, one year later. “We stand 
by our work as valid, proper, and 
safe.” 

Whoever is ultimately to blame 
for that incident, falsified data from 
a contractor eager to cash its check 
wasn't the whole story. The EPA, the 
Navy, CDPH, and S.F’s Department of 
Public Health seemingly failed to act, 
even as the contractor’s own former 
employees pointed these agencies in 
the right direction — and community 
members urged a closer look. 

The decision to look at the housing 
development again came only after 
Curbed SF broke the story in January, 
prompting leaders like Rep. Nancy Pe- 
losi and Supervisor Malia Cohen, who 
represents Bayview Hunters Point, to 
call for retesting. 

Hunters Point residents filed a 
$27 billion class-action lawsuit in 
May against Tetra Tech contending 
that the data falsification resulted 
in radioactive soil being left behind 
at the shipyard, as well as in chronic 
health problems suffered by adjacent 
residents. Two months later, new 
homeowners on a section of the for- 
mer shipyard filed a separate lawsuit 
claiming they had been misled about 
the gravity of the contamination. 

Because of this pressure, the Navy 
plans to retest Parcel G beginning 
this fall, assuring the public that the 
regulatory process will see the whole 
thing through. But Parcel G is only 
one part of the overall development. 
And if the same process failed to scru- 
tinize the work of its contractors, how 
can the public — especially residents 
of Bayview-Hunters Point — trust it 
this time? Who watches the watchers, 
anyway? 


For decades, Bayview-Hunters 
Point residents and advocates have 
fought for oversight of the shipyard’s 
cleanup and for health and economic 
justice in a disenfranchised community 
living on the city’s edge. 

Marie Harrison is one of them. A 
campaign adviser with the national 
environmental and health justice 
group Greenaction, she’s been a 
resident of the neighborhood long 
enough to raise her own three chil- 
dren, her grandchildren, and “several 
other children who were not mine,” 
she says. Having been a civilian file 
clerk specialist for the Navy, she also 
served for 16 years on the RAB. Now 
68, Harrison is bound to an oxygen 
tank she carries to community meet- 
ings and protests due to a rare lung 
disease that she attributes to years of 
working on the shipyard. 

Harrison says she grew suspicious 
years before Tetra Tech’s contract 
even began, when Navy and pub- 
lic-health officials were unable to cite 
the cause of a month-long, under- 
ground fire in 2000 on a different site 
of the shipyard, Parcel E. Firefighters 
couldn’t even extinguish it, in fact. 
Adjacent to Parcel G and a stone’s 


throw away from Parcel A, where 
homes cropped up a decade later, Par- 
cel E is still the site of an SFPD crime 
lab and a landfill where hazardous 
materials — including radioactive 
waste and contaminated soil — were 
discarded. 

Repeated attempts to douse the 
blaze with water or by digging up the 
landfill were unsuccessful, according 
to news reports at the time. Sur- 
rounding residents reported seeing 
a colorful plume of smoke rising as 
Parcel E smoldered. 

“You know when there’s flames 
shooting out of the ground in pretty 
colors, the smoke is dark and all you 
see is the heat waves, you see these 
beautiful colors — bright yellows, 
reds, and blues — that something 
toxic is burning,” Harrison says. 

According to her, residents in the 
nearby housing projects were not giv- 
en information about the blaze until 
some 20 days after it started. 

“You'd think this was important 
enough to notify us,” she says. “This 
whole notion that they didn’t want to 
explain themselves, or bring someone 
in with the ability to tell us what was 
down there, what was burning. ... At 
that particular juncture, I was ready 
to go in on them, full-force. I could 
not accept anything they were saying, 
and it went from bad to worse.” 


That was years before whis- 
tleblowers began to notice suspicious 
activity. When Bert Bowers worked on 
the Hunters Point cleanup as a radia- 
tion safety officer for New World Envi- 
ronmental beginning in 2004, he says 
things were done by the book. 

But when Tetra Tech obtained its 
own license from the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission, it no longer needed 
the services of subcontractors like 
New World, and switched to a fixed- 
price contract in 2009. It was around 
then that Bowers determined that 
incentives drastically shifted to do the 
job quickly and pocket more money. 

“Once that model was used, things 
got out of control,” Bowers says. “They 
started falsifying samples and telling 
people to ‘Leave if they don't like it.’ ” 

Meanwhile, Tetra Tech employ- 
ees were troubled by what they saw. 
Bowers says supervisors changed the 
settings on devices like conveyor belts 
to perform faster and catch less radi- 
ation in 2006. Fast-forward to 2011, 
when radiation control technician Su- 
san Andrews says less-sensitive portal 
monitors allowed truckloads of soil 
to leave the site before being properly 
checked for radiation. Assumed to be 
clean, they were moved to unknown 
locations. 

“T thought our job was to find radi- 
ation, not to turn our back on it,” An- 
drews says. “You have to do it slowly 
or you might as well not do it at all.” 

It wasn’t just falsifying data and 
avoiding detection that stuck with 
Bowers and Andrews, but the hiring 
of unqualified workers. One health 
physicist hired in 2006 had a resume 
some suspected to be fraudulent, and 
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PARCEL BOUNDARIES WITH 
APPROXIMATE AREAS 


by 2011, Andrews noticed Tetra Tech 
allegedly also hired unlicensed labor- 
ers. She began to report her findings 
to regulators. 

Bowers and Andrews, along with 
five other whistleblowers, detailed nu- 
merous experiences similar to these. 
In short, it is unknown just how high 
the radiation levels remain in the soil 
because they believe Tetra Tech delib- 
erately compromised the data. 

Consequently, Greenaction and the 
Environmental Law and Justice Clinic 
at Golden Gate University filed a pe- 
tition last year to revoke Tetra Tech’s 
NRC license. Still waiting for a deter- 
mination, the groups filed another 
petition in June at the state level. 

“The whistleblowers came forward 
because they felt so badly about what 
they had done,” says Steve Castle- 
man, the clinic’s staff attorney and 
former investigator with the San 
Francisco District Attorney’s Office. 
“They’re feeling guilty. They’re also 
feeling angry with the regulatory 
agencies because they never followed 
up. 

Andrews spent hours telling 
regulators what to look for — such 
as samples handled by unlicensed 
staff — all to no avail. As long as the 
agency staff members charged with 
investigating Tetra Tech are the same 
people overseeing the retesting, An- 
drews doesn’t trust the regulators to 
finish the job right. 

“For whatever reason, it’s fallen 
on deaf ears with the NRC, it’s fallen 
on deaf ears with the state of Califor- 
nia, and — most importantly — it’s 
fallen on deaf ears with the Navy,” 
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Bowers says. “There’s something 
broke within the system.” 

The same year Tetra Tech 
switched to a fixed price, the Navy 
dissolved the RAB. It found that 
the group was not conducive to the 
cleanup, and that debate among its 
members had become politicized, 
straying too far from its mission. 

“The Restoration Advisory Board 
was dissolved because it was no lon- 
ger fulfilling its intended purpose of 
advising and providing community 
input on environmental restoration 
projects and was not an effective 
forum for public participation,” says 
Derek Robinson, environmental coor- 
dinator for the Navy at Hunters Point. 

In its place, a “robust program of 
community outreach was adopted that 
includes a minimum of three public 
meetings per year, bus tours, and 
attendance at other public meeting 
forums” in lieu of a RAB, according to 
Robinson. 

By Harrison's account, the Navy 
disbanded the RAB precisely at a point 
when its members grew increasingly 
critical of the city and state regulatory 
agencies involved in the cleanup and 
after they pressed the developers on 
issues such as health studies and hiring 
locally. As the RAB advocated on behalf 
of nearby residents concerned with the 
development — and after the board 
took a no-confidence vote in Brownell 
in 2009 — its former members say 
they were silenced. 

“We were told, “You guys don’t listen 
to us — we see no reason to contin- 
ue this board, ” Harrison says. “My 
response was, ‘Are we supposed to be 
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listening to you, or are you supposed to 
be listening to us?’ ” 

In other words, just as Tetra Tech 
abandoned a clean-up model that whis- 
tleblowers say was working fine, the 
Navy severed its ties with a community 
group that was growing too vocal for 
its liking. Later meetings held by Navy 
representatives and developers in place 
of the RAB were led by Powerpoint and 
video presentations rather than com- 
munity debate. 

They were ineffective in inspiring 
participation among local residents, 
Harrison says. But she had begun ques- 
tioning the validity of the cleanup pro- 
cess years earlier, following a series of 
communication breakdowns between 
the Navy, city health officials, and the 
neighborhood. 

While critics have lost faith in the 
system, the people who run it haven't. 
It took whistleblowers and the data 
dump in January for the public to 
demand that local, state, and federal of- 
ficials respond — mostly with promises 
that retesting plans, following the same 
process that missed the compromised 
data, would get to the bottom of it. 


A few months after Curbed SF 
first broke the story about the growing 
scandal at the shipyard in January, Su- 
pervisor Malia Cohen — who who did 
not respond to a weeks-long request for 
comment — held a fiery, four-hour 
Board of Supervisors hearing to get regu- 
lators on record. After years of advocates 
calling for retesting, Navy representa- 
tives agreed to do so on all sites where 
Tetra Tech has conducted work. 

But they left out the promise to 
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retest Parcel A, only lightly touched by 
Tetra Tech, so its residents and Cohen 
kept the pressure up. Additionally, 
Pelosi announced in June that she'd 
secured the funds for the CDPH to 
rescan the site the next month — a 
remarkably speedy timeline, given the 
Navy’s foot-dragging. 

Regulators have repeatedly stressed 
that there is no evidence the area poses 
a health risk, but given the question- 
able data from Parcel G downplaying 
harmful levels of contaminants, they 
have failed to demonstrate how the 
evidence can be trusted. 

“Parcel A is safe,” Laura Duchnak, 
director of the Navy’s Base Realign- 
ment and Closure Program, told the 
supervisors at the May hearing about 
the residential sits. “I would live there. 
I would have my family live there.” 

Castleman, Greenaction, and other 
community advocates have criticized 
the scanning plan for its lack of soil 
sampling and for not looking for the 
things that worry residents on Parcel 
A. Secondary issues, such as potential- 
ly contaminated sewer lines and storm 
drains once used for the dumping of 
radioactive waste, remain unaddressed. 

When the CDPH scanned the resi- 
dential site over the last month, it used 
a Radiation Survey 700, a detection 
and monitoring system mounted to 
a cart that combed the streets, side- 
walks, and other public spaces around 
the residents’ homes. Dr. Martin Starr, 
CDPH’s Deputy Director of the Center 
for Environmental Health, says it’s 
more effective to do a scan so inves- 
tigators know where to take a closer 
look. 

“If we were likely to find something, 
it’s likely to be buried,” Starr says, in- 
tending to reassure. “If it’s three feet 
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down, it’s not a hazard.” 

Still, the device is used to detect 
gamma radionuclides within only 
about six inches of the surface — a 
major flaw, says Daniel Hirsch, a 
retired director of U.C. Santa Cruz’s 
Environmental and Nuclear Policy Pro- 
gram, because hazardous radionuclides 
like plutonium-239 and strontium-90 
will fall under the radar. 

“The extraordinary defects in the 
CDPH gamma scan plan make it im- 
possible to detect radiation at the lev- 
els that would require cleanup,’ Hirsch 
says in an email. “It is like a doctor 
wearing a blindfold and saying that s/ 
he didn’t see any problem. CDPH is 
wandering around limited portions of 
Parcel A with the equivalent of a Geiger 
counter that can’t see contamination 
at the levels of concern.” 

In responding to concerns by 
residents of Parcel A, Pelosi merely in- 
troduced a sideshow of potential mis- 
management. Separately, a draft plan 
for the retesting of Parcel G, where the 
EPA has called almost all data collect- 
ed by Tetra Tech into question, was 
released in June — but the final word 
on whether Tetra Tech’s data is false 
won't come until the Navy completes 
its work. 

The comment period — doubled to 
60 days, at Cohen’s behest, to give the 
public more time — ended last week, 
and testing will begin by the end of the 
year. The Navy has estimated it will 
take two years to close this chapter. 
That timeline is seen as far too short 
by critics like Castleman, an effort to 
show that they are doing something — 
and fast. 

“The quicker they try and do it, the 
worse job they’re gonna do,” Castleman 
says. “They've already wasted a decade. 
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What’s the hurry?” 

Under an $8.75-million contract, 
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. will 
resurvey buildings that had previ- 
ously been identified as affected by 
radiation, and is still searching for a 
contractor to perform the soil testing. 
A third-party contractor, Battelle, will 
independently oversee the work — 
but advocates were dismayed that the 
Navy got to choose the firm. SFDPH is 
one of the agencies that may collect its 
own scans and visit the site, although 
Brownell, the city environmental engi- 
neer, has not confirmed that she will. 
EPA representatives will also conduct 
site visits and “review documents re- 
lated to Navy plans, testing, cleanup 
work, reports, and other Navy site 
work,” according to an agency spokes- 
person, who added that split samples 
will be reviewed in different laborato- 
ries to prevent cheating. 

Last week, the agency blasted the 
Navy’s draft work plan, which will 
guide the retesting of Parcel G, for 
not reflecting a “scientifically driven 
retesting strategy” it had previously 
recommended and for not providing 
information on a “path forward,” 
should contamination be found. 

“Without the requested changes, 
the approach will not provide the 
necessary confidence level to establish 
when Parcel G would be suitable for re- 
development,” wrote Angeles Herrera, 
the assistant director of the EPA’s Su- 
perfund Division, of the Navy’s current 
draft plan. 

The EPA also urged the Navy to 
make future versions of the draft plan 
“more understandable to a general 
audience.” 

Apart from the extraordinary 
prospect of one federal entity publicly 


rebuking another over its questionable 
methods, advocates believe citizen 
oversight must be restored before 

any future testing conducted by the 
Navy and its contractors can be given 
credence. 

“We need citizen participation,” 
says biochemist and former RAB 
member Ray Tompkins, adding that 
the Navy has “no business” in selecting 
or screening members of its oversight 
body. 

Disputing Starr’s assertion that 
contamination buried more than 
three feet below the surface is not a 
hazard, Tompkins maintains that the 
only way to ensure that the shipyard is 
radiation-free and that the restesting 
effort is carried out in good faith is by 
drilling “nine to 12 feet, at minimum” 
beneath the ground throughout the 
shipyard. He called the Parcel G draft 
work plan incomplete. 

“A lot of the data is being held 
back and not openly presented to us. 
Therefore, how can you make an eval- 
uation?” Tompkins says. “It is a false 
representation, a Trumpism, to say 
that the community has been given 
the data to review and evaluate the 
plan. We have not seen the scientific 
evidence you need to look at.” 

Likewise, Harrison says that her 
hope for “a real cleanup and real retest- 
ing” would start with “the oversight of 
a community-gathered board of envi- 
ronmental organizations that actually 
know what to look for.” Whether that 
soil is said to be clean, has been moved 
to an unknown location, or remains 
completely untested for migrating 
groundwater contamination, there’s a 
lot to sift through. 

“If you want us to truly feel com- 
fortable and know you did the best to 


Marie Harrison, a Bayview 
resident and member of 
the environmental justice 
group Greenaction, 
speaks at a press 
conference before a Board 
of Supervisors Land 

Use and Transportation 
Committee hearing on the 
ongoing cleanup at the 
Hunters Point shipyard 
Superfund site on Monday, 
May 14, 2018. 





protect us, let us oversee it,” she says. 

Nearly two decades of spiraling dis- 
trust mean community advocates will 
continue to challenge the regulatory 
process that saw Hunters Point treated 
as a proverbial redheaded stepchild. 
The existing framework failed to pro- 
tect them from its dangers. But they 
also have several more years of fighting 
the Navy and Tetra Tech, as four other 
parcels are still undergoing field work 
and another three await radiological 
testing before they can be redeveloped. 

“The only comfort we can take in 
this is it appears the EPA, in part, has 
been chastented by this experience,” 
Castleman says. “It doesn’t appear that 
the Navy has.” 

If the EPA keeps the Navy in check, 
development will likely be held up 
for years, but the entire project could 
end up safely remediated. If it isn’t, 
San Francisco could potentially have a 
shiny new community with a statisti- 
cally anomalous number of gravely ill 
residents. 

And though much of Hunters Point 
is still in the Navy’s hands, its largely 
unseen, unreachable operations leave 
SFDPH as the local face of a scandal 
they seemingly missed in their own 
backyard. As the meeting at the South- 
east Community Facility — which 
reconvenes on Sept. 20 — shows, it’s 
well aware they are not trusted by 
neighborhood residents. 

But when asked how to regain that 
trust, Brownell merely focused on 
providing data and information that 
advocates feel is rotten to the core. 

“We've been doing this for 25 
years,” Brownell says. “We're going to 
keep doing what we’re doing.” 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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SENIORS AND CANNABIS: AN INTRODUCTION 


Aug. 23, 5-7 p.m., The Apothecarium, 2029 Market St. Free; 
apothecarium.com/education 


Just because you grew up in the 1960s doesn’t mean you're a pot pro. With 
new technologies and the recent legalization, cannabis has become an unfa- 
miliar field for many seniors. This Thursday, local dispensary The Apothecar- 
ium runs a workshop specifically for an older crowd. Topics include the 
difference between indica and sativa, smoking versus edibles, proper dosage, 
and cannabis’ medicinal uses, from cancer treatment to insomnia. The Apoth- 
ecarium’s lounge-style atmosphere is comfortable, and its friendly staff are ex- 
perts in their field, so grab your buds and stop in for a lesson on how to 
maximize your toke. 


SUNDAY 8/26 


at, 





JAPAN CENTER MALLS 
AUGUST 26, 2018 TaN We 
11 AM-4 PM _ FREE er 


ORIGAMI PALOOZA 


Aug. 26, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., East Japan Center Mall, 1675 Post St. 
Free; japancentersf.com 


The Japan Center launches a series of workshops and contests Sunday that cir- 
cle around those small, square pieces of patterned paper. The Origami Palooza 
is for everyone, from kids who can only fold a paper airplane, to worldwide ex- 
perts renowned for their craftsmanship, such as Robert Lang, an origami art- 
ist and physicist known for detailed insects and animals. Stop by a stand to 
fold a crane or 20 for the World Tree of Hope, learn how to make a butterfly 
with antennae, and watch world-record-holder John Collins fly one of his dis- 
tance paper airplanes. 
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TREASURE ISLAND 
SUNRISE 6K 


Aug. 24, 6-7:15 a.m., Mersea, 699 
Avenue of the Palms, Treasure Island. 
Free; november-project.com 


An argument can be made that only the 
masochistic among us love running, but 
those who are into it tend to be really into it. 
(Those endorphins are no joke.) If you fall 
into the I-love-running category, push your- 
self a little further with a 6-kilometer (3.7- 
mile) run on Treasure Island this Friday 
morning. Hosted by the Oakland and San 
Francisco chapters of the November Project 
—a free community-fitness program — 
the run is said to be “just long enough to be 
hard, but short enough that you're already 
almost done.” It’s a great chance to run 
somewhere new, and fog permitting, should 
offer a glorious view of the sunrise. 


8/25 


31ST ANNUAL CHINATOWN 
STREETFEST 


Aug. 25-26, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Broadway to Harrison streets, and 
Seventh to 11th streets, Oakland. Free; 
oaklandchinatownstreetfest.com 


This weekend, Chinatown Streetfest returns 
for its 31st year, with a Cultural Stage co-orga- 
nized with the Oakland Museum of California. 
First established in 1988, it’s grown to encom- 
pass a dense eight blocks of Oakland’s China- 
town, with more than 200 vendors opening 
their doors wide or setting up shop on the 
street, and several stages filled with an array of 
colorful performances. The cultural stage fea- 
tures lion dances and Japanese taiko drum- 
ming, a “popular” stage has local jazz bands, 
and carnival rides, petting zoos, and bouncy 
castles help kids burn off some excess energy. 
Grab jianbing (Chinese crepes), huo guo (hot- 
pot), or jiaozi (dumplings) from numerous 
street-food vendors while listening to the 
Soul'd Out Band and Patty Chu’s Chinese Folk 
Dance Troupe. 


CALENDAR LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 





1890 Bryant Street Studios. 3door Gallery 
presents: Stranger: Stranger, an exhibition of 3 
artists: Michael Beckler, Elvira Dayel and Renée 
DeCarlo. Exploring ideas of “Stranger” as an 
encounter and reflection of what is unknown 
yet familiar. Opening reception 8/4/18 from 
4:30-7 Gallery will be open Thur-Fri 12-7, Sat 12-9 
https://www.3doorgallery.com https://www. 
facebook.com/events/1699030500175649/ 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 12-7 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 31. Free. 409 455 0564. info@ 
elviradayel.com. www.3doorgallery.com. 1890 
Bryant, San Francisco, 415-255-6135, 1890bry- 
ant.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. ‘FourSquared’ Bay Area 
Exhibition 2018: ‘FourSquared’ is an annual 
exhibition of 16 works by 16 Bay Area artists. 
All works priced under $500. Opening reception 
Sat, August 25, 7-10pm; Exhibition: August 25 
- October 6, 2018 Wednesdays, Thursdays, 1-6 
p.m.; Sat., Aug. 25, 7-10 p.m.; Saturdays, 12-3 
p.m. Continues through Oct. 6. Free. 415-861- 
3504. arcstudiossf@gmail.com. www.arc-sf. 
com/. 1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-298- 
1969, arc-sf.com. 

Art Attack SF. A Toast to Growing Up: Tracy Piper: 
Art Attack SF has the hottest contemporary 
artists from the Bay Area—including Tracy's 
latest paintings and limited edition prints! What 
better way to celebrate life than surrounded 
by local art?! View Tracy's work on our web- 
site! Fri., Aug. 24, 6 p.m. Free. 415-872-9285. 
info@artattacksf.com. www.facebook.com/ 
events/236692133708575/. 2358 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-872-9285, artattacksf.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Pard Morrison Heliotrope 
: Brian Gross Fine Art is pleased to announce 
the opening of Heliotrope, an exhibition of new 
works by Colorado sculptor Pard Morrison, on 
Saturday, July 7, 2018, from 4-6pm. On view will 
be three monumental freestanding sculptures, 
multi-colored paintings, and a selection of 
small sculptural works in patinated aluminum. 
In Heliotrope, Morrison's reductive sculptural 
forms have expanded to include increasingly 
complex patterns rendered in dynamic color 
arrangements, creating works with optically 
charged resonance. The exhibition will be on 
view through August 25, 2018. Tuesdays-Fridays, 
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 25. 
Free. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 415-788-1050, 
briangrossfineart.com. 

Cartoon Art Museum. The Infinity War Pantheon 
of Heroes: The art of costuming and prop 
design and creation with The Bronze Armory 
Studios as we explore the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe from the groundbreaking 2008 film 
Iron Man to the 2018 international blockbuster 
Avengers: Infinity War. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 4. 781 Beach, San Francisco, 
415-227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Working Dogs: 


Dogs were always part of Charles Schulz's 
life. This being the case, he and his wife Jean 
championed the working dogs among us: the 
canines who assist the disabled, search for and 
rescue people affected by disasters, give help 
to first responders, herd livestock, and offer us 
their unconditional love. In the new exhibition 
Working Dogs, the Charles M. Schulz Museum 
and Research Center celebrates our four-legged 
heroes and looks at how Charles Schulz payed 
tribute to them in life and in Peanuts. With a 
few of Snoopy's many hard-working personas 
- Attorney, Flying Ace, Grocery Clerk, and Hired 
Hand - Schulz acknowledged how much better 
life is when we share the working day with 
dog Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 27. $12. The World 
According to Sally: Sally Brown, Charlie Brown's 
little sister, has a sweet innocent side, but also a 
more cynical view of life than most of the other 
characters in the Peanuts Gang. The Schulz 
Museum's new exhibition, The World According 
to Sally explores and celebrates the opinions, 
foibles, philosophies, and relationships of one 
of the iconic members of Peanuts. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 11. a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 3. $12. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Haines Gallery. Quintessence: 6 Perpectives on 


Abstraction: Quintessence brings together 
works by six contemporary artists — Kota 
Ezawa, Patsy Krebs, Yunhee Min, Julian Pre- 
bisch, Leslie Shows and David Simpson — to 
consider a range of approaches to non-figu- 
rative art. Their diverse creative viewpoints 
are unified by a shared desire to reexamine 
the ways we view and understand painting, 
both as an act and an object. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Sept. 1. 415-397-8114. 
art@hainesgallery.com. www.hainesgallery. 
com. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 415-397-8114, 
hainesgallery.com. 


Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 


Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describ- 
ing the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=ex- 
hibitions&id=315. 260 Utah, San Francisco, 
415-495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 


International Art Museum of America. Women 


of Illustration: [AMA is proud to support fe- 
male illustrators of the bay area! Come meet 
and learn artists and their unique styles of 
illustration. Tori Hunter, an Oakland native, 
closely compares her work to that of the Black 
Manga movement. Sandhya Prabhat, originally 
from India and now living in the South Bay, 
has had a widely popular illustration series 
celebrating classical female fictions Femmes. 
And, ... This is not just an opportunity for the 
artists to represent themselves and female 
artists alike in a predominantly male exhibition 
world, but for all people, especially aspiring 
female artists, to meet, talk, learn. Aug. 25- 
26, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. FREE. 415.376.6344. info@ 
internationalartmuseum.org. www.iamasf.org/ 
upcoming-exhibitions-1/. 1025 Market St., San 
Francisco, 415-376-6344, iamasf.org. 


Jack Fischer Gallery. Nine Hearts Exploring: A 


group show of works by Creativity Explored art- 
ists Samedi Djeimguero, Daniel Green, Camille 
Holvoet, Andrew Li, John Patrick McKenzie, 
James Miles, Roland Record, Evelyn Reyes, and 
Nubia Ortega. Join us for the opening reception 


on Saturday, June 16, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
at our Potrero location. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Sept. 1. 
Free. Eiko Borcherding drawing to conclusions: 
In this new exhibition, Eiko continues to show 
his exquisite pencil and mixed media drawings 
on found fragile paper. His love for paper is 
reflected in his findings of vintage paper scraps 
and old book covers in flea markets or antique 
stores, which he then commandeers for his 
drawings. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Aug. 25. 311 Potrero, San 
Francisco, 415-956-1178, jackfischergallery.com. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Summertime...: Jen- 


kins Johnson Gallery is pleased to announce 
Summertime..., a cross-generational exhibition 
that brings artists from Brooklyn-based Jenkins 
Johnson Projects into conversation with unique 
works presented by the San Francisco gallery. 
This international presentation elevates the 
tone of summer in the city by uniting exhil- 


Take Charge. 


arating works by Enrico Riley, David Shrobe, 
Kennedy Yanko, Harlan Mack, and Devin Morris 
from Jenkins Johnson Projects with works by 
Gordon Parks, Lalla Essaydi, Wesaam Al-Badry, 
Mimi Plumb, Eva Lipman, Paccarik Orue, Julia 
Fullerton-Batten and Ben Aronson. The exhi- 
bition will be on view from July 14 through 
September 15, 2018. The gallery will be closed 
on Labor Day weekend. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Sept. 15. 464 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 


Modernism. Shawn Huckins: Fool's Gold: The eigh- 


teen paintings in Fool's Gold, Huckins' second 
solo exhibition at Modernism, mash up past and 
present by imagining masterpieces in the White 
House collection to be as ephemeral as Adobe 
Photoshop files. Meticulously repainting works 
by Stewart and Bierstadt, as well as Charles 
Wilson Peale and William Merritt Chase, Huckins 
‘updates’ them by simulating digital erasures: 


The artist selectively replaces portions with 
patches of gray-and-white checkerboard 
identical to the pattern that Photoshop users 
see when they delete sections of digital photos. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 8. 724 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
541-0461, modernisminc.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An 


exhibition of corroded photographs from Jim 
Haynes, who has investigated the technique of 
augmenting silver gelatin prints with rust, cop- 
per, and various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-mid- 
night. Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 


San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery. Conver- 


sations 7: The San Francisco Arts Commission 
Galleries is pleased to present Conversation 7, 
the latest in an ongoing series of exhibitions 
that features a substantive body of work by a 
local artist alongside work by an artist based in 
another point on the globe. The seventh edition 
of Conversation brings together work by local 
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artist Marcela Pardo Ariza and New York-based 
artist Farah Al Qasimi. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Aug. 25. Free. 
415-252-2244. jackie.im@sfgov.org. www.sfarts- 
commission.org/experience-art/exhibitions/ 
conversation-7. 401 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
415-554-6080, www.sfartscommission.org/ 
gallery/. 

The San Francisco Center for the Book (SFCB). 
The Flag On Paper: A look at 150 years of the 
Stars and Stripes in everyday use. A rich dis- 
play of printed ephemera including political 
memorabilia, fine art, sheet music, propaganda 
posters, philatelica and packaging. Kit Hinrichs 
was principal in several design offices in NY 
and SF before spending 23 years as a partner 
of Pentagram. In 2009, Hinrichs opened Studio 
Hinrichs in SF. He has more than 3,000 Stars 
and Stripes artifacts in his collection, which 
has been exhibited at the American Institute of 
Graphic Arts in New York and the San Jose Mu- 





seum of Art. He lives in San Francisco. Through 
Sept. 30, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 415-565-0545. jeff@ 
sfcb.org. sfcb.org/theflagonpaper. 375 Rhode 
Island, San Francisco, 415-565-0545, sfcb.org. 





Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy party featuring 
lots of pretty people with perfect teeth. Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook. 
com/AttractiveCamp. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415- 
647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Brave New Jokes: Soma-free comedy with hosts 
Michael Brandon, Nicole Calasich, and Adrian 
McNair. Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., San Francisco, 
415-864-3936, adobebooks.com. 

Case of the Mondays: Free Comedy Show in the 
Haight: Bringing you a comedy show on the 
suckiest day of the week, Case of the Mondays 
features SF’s top comedians determined to 
de-suck your Monday., They'll distract you from 
the pile of emails you haven't read, the stale 
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coffee you drank at 3 pm, and that annoying 
co-worker who always feels compelled to 
say, “Happy Monday.”, Each show features a 
hot new line up of comics at one of the best 
comedy spots in the city., Every 4th Monday, 
8:30 pm, 21+ only / No Cover Fourth Monday of 
every month, 8:30-10 p.m., Free, geneva.orta@ 
gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/case-of-the- 
mondays-stand-up-comedy-and-game-night- 
tickets-48430596217. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy 
show hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday 
of every month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michael- 
bookerentertainment.com. Englander Sports 
Pub, 101 Parrott, San Leandro, 510-357-3571, 
englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 
$10, www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 
com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 
510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and Rudy 
Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. Il Pirata, 2007 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 
$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., 
free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's 
Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 
415-954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 


FREE With A Student ID 


$10 Early Bird Special 7:00AM 
$3 General Admission after 10:00AM 





Getting Sketchy! Free Sketch Comedy Workshop: 
Open Sketch Comedy workshop hosted by David 
Stolowitz. Brainstorm, share, write, refine, 
record, and produce great sketches for the In- 
ternet or your next show! May involve field trips 
around the mission. Donations to Mutiny Radio 
always welcome but not required. Sundays, 4-6 
p.m., 415-550-0511, fireborn7@gmail.com, www. 
facebook.com/events/1248736631894198/. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

GOATS: G.0.A.1.S is produced by comedians Feel 
Woods, Nicole Calasich, and Joseph Nguyen, all 
seasoned veterans with credits in SF Sketchfest, 
Comedy Central ClusterFest and several years 
of experience producing local Bay Area shows. 
Every fourth Wednesday, 8:30 p.m., $15. Cafe Du 
Nord, 2170 Market, San Francisco, 415-861-5016, 
www.cafedunord.com. 

Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to 
Haight Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar lo- 
cated in the heart of the historic Haight-Ashbury 
district to see some of SF's best comedic talent. 
Comedians on the show have been featured on 
NBC, ABC, MTV, Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, 
Comedy Day and Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur under- 
ground standup comedy. Sign up at 5:30 pm or 
on Bay Area Facebook Comedy Network. Fridays, 
6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyra- 
dio.fm, www.MutinyRadio.fm. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class grad- 
uates or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have a 
good time? Then come to “HellaFunny Sundays” 
to see a mix of San Francisco's best comedians! 
Comedians on this showcase have been seen on 
Comedy Central, NBC, ABC, Viceland, MTV and 
many many more. Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. Neck 
of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy to 
see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. A 
different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Joke Workshop: Pam Benjamin moderates this 
weekly opportunity for San Francisco's amateur 
stand up comedians to perfect their craft and 
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get some productive feedback. “If you're gonna 
give someone a s!@# sandwich, make the bread 
taste good” she tells prospective and aspiring 
comics. Mondays, 6-8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 17, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyradio. 
fm, www.facebook.com/mutinyjokeworkshop/. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 5 
p.m.-midnight, free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

Komedy Kiki: Hosted by Justin Lucas and Jesus 
U. Bettawork Fourth Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., $5 suggested donation. The Stud, 
399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

LORD of the ZINGS: Every 3rd Friday from 6-9pm 
featuring some of the bay area’s hottest and 
newest comics! Happy hour drink specials, 
music before and after, get a burrito next 
door and bring it to the bar! Always FREE!!!! 
Every third Friday, 6-9 p.m., Free, https://www. 
facebook.com/events/232432940656052/?ac- 
tive_tab=about, www.facebook.com/ 
events/232432940656052/?active_tab=about. 
The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley. 
com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 
11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeon- 
mars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San 
Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

North Beach Comedy Thing: A monthly showcase, 
featuring the best comedians in Northern 
California plus great touring comedians. Fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 7-8:30 p.m. Continues 
through May 28, Free, 415-800-7145, Michael- 
brandoncomedy@gmail.com. Tope, 1326 Grant, 
San Francisco, www.topesf.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and beyond’s 
underground comedy scene live, live streaming 
and podcast post at www.mutinyradio.fm 
Fridays, 8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st 
St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Paul Mercurio: While on Wall Street Paul was 
hired by Jay Leno to write jokes for “The 
Tonight Show.” After living a secret double 
life as a Wall Street lawyer/banker by day and 
comedian by night, Paul left Wall Street to go 
into entertainment full time ... if he didn’t he 
would have had a nervous breakdown trying 
to keep the two worlds separate. Sat., Aug. 25, 
9:45 p.m.; Sun., Aug. 26, 7:30 p.m., $35. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev's Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n’ rock ‘n’ roll 
with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 


Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Risqué with Jefferson Bergey: Scopo Divino is 
proud to continue our regular Monday event: 
Risqué, a rather naughty evening. Singer / 
Songwriter / Talented Guitarist Jefferson 
Bergey will weave (Immature) Adult Contem- 
porary tales (including songs written for Bawdy 
Storytelling), perfect to take the edge off that 
uncomfortable first date. This is not for the 
conservative crowd and will be 21 and over. 
Put on your San Francisco open-for-anything 
hat and join us for Risqué, Mondays at Scopo 
Divino. Mon., Aug. 27, 7-9 p.m., Free, 415-928- 
3728, tim@scopodivino.com. Scopo Divino, 2800 
California Street, San Francisco. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 
Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion to 
inspire a montage of scenes and songs made 
up entirely on the spot! No games. No narrative. 
No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the heart 
of San Francisco that features comedians from 
around the country as well as local rising stars. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m., $5. The Basement, 
222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742-7222, the- 
basementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Cellar: Every Wednesday, the newest 
stand-up showcase. Wednesdays, Free. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415-742- 
1222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 Ith 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Steve Byrne: Steve Byrne has risen through the 
ranks of the comedy world to become one of 
the industry's most innovative and sought-after 
performers. He has evolved throughout the 
years into an extremely versatile entertainer 
that delivers on a day-to-day basis. Hailing 
from Pittsburgh, PA, Steve Byrne was born to 
a Korean mother and an Irish father. His unique 
background has given him the base comedic 
material for his first television show, Sullivan 
& Son, a half hour comedy on TBS. Thu., Aug. 
23, 8 p.m.; Fri., Aug. 24, 8 & 10:14 p.m.; Sat., 
Aug. 25, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $22.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Steve Hofstetter: Steve Hofstetter, who has a 
whopping 24 million views on YouTube, is the 
host and executive producer of Laughs on Fox. 
The show was already renewed twice in its first 
season, and features stand-ups from around 
the country. Hofstetter has been on The Late 
Late Show with Craig Ferguson and E! True 
Hollywood Story, Comics Unleashed, Comedy 
All-Stars, Quite Frankly, White Boyz in the Hood, 
Countdown, and more. Wed., Aug. 29, 8 p.m.; 
Thu., Aug. 30, 8 p.m.; Fri., Aug. 31, 8 & 10:15 p.m., 
$21.50. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Steve Trevino: When a comedian is compared to 
Lenny Bruce, Bill Maher, and George Carlin, it 
means he has something that others don't: a 
risky, cerebral style of comedy that slices as 
it skewers. lan’s show takes a skeptical and 
critical look at our non scientific-based belief 
systems; religion, the paranormal, astrology, 
and of course the climate change deniers. 
lan is also one of the best and most original 
impressionists working today. His closing bit 


alone is worth the price of admission! Fri., Aug. 
24, 9:45 p.m., $32.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Steve Trevino: Steve Trevijio is fast becoming one 
of the country’s hottest comics and the new 
voice for the 21st century Mexican American. 
Finding his way from a Hispanic upbringing in 
a small South Texas town to living his dream in 
Hollywood has infused Trevifio’s comedy with 
a ‘'TEX-MEX” sensibility, yet as a performer 
he has a uniquely American voice that tran- 
scends anything about ethnicity, making him 
universally relatable. Sat., Aug. 25, 7:30 p.m., 
$35. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. The show 
also features hilarious interviews with each 
performer. Live music often follows the comedy 
show at 9:30 pm. All comedy audience members 
receive a discounted cover charge to see the 
bands. Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcom- 
edyrsvp@gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy. 
eventbrite.com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Stand-up comedy with Danny 
Dechi and guests. Last Sunday of every month, 
5 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Kawika’s Ocean 
Beach Deli, 734 La Playa, San Francisco, 415- 
221-2031, oceanbeachdeli.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/taberna- 
clesf. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Fran- 
cisco’s top sports bar and nightclub--all for less 
than the price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 
8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 
Leavenworth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081, 
fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: 2 Teams. 1 Victor. Should they fail, 
the audience shall send them to the slaugh- 
terhouse. Should they succeed, the audience 
shall judge them yet again the following week 
as they face a new challenger! Tuesdays, $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

True Hustle Thursdays: Anthony Medina reunites 
much of the old Brainwash Cafe crew in this 
Mutineer spin on the classic open mic. K 
Britney Davis hosts a ladies segment to offer 
alternatives to the majority glut of straight 
men. Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, 415-550-0511, anthony@truehustleen- 
tertainment.com, truehustleentertainment. 
com. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
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142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 





“1999": w/ DJ Mark Andrus. Thursdays, 9 p.m., 
Free, facebook.com/1999sf. Raven, 1151 Folsom, 
San Francisco, 415-431-1151, ravenbarsf.com. 

‘90s Simpsons Trivia Night: Test your knowl- 
edge of the Golden Age of Springfield. Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 6-9 p.m., free, www. 
facebook.com/SimpsonsTriviaSF. The Knockout, 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam: Sundays, 4 p.m., 
free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco, www.theluckyhorseshoebar.com. 

Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia: Saturdays, 
Sundays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Bingotopia: Show your B-I-N-G-0 face. Thursdays, 
7 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/bingot- 
opia.html. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8 p.m. Nickies, 466 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-255-0300, www.nickies.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
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8:15 p.m. Blarney Stone Bar & Restaurant, 5625 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-386-9914. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
7:30 p.m. Long Bar and Bistro, 2298 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-440-1700, www.longbarsf. 
com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
8:30 p.m. Martin Macks Restaurant and Bar, 
1568 Haight, San Francisco, 415-861-2236. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia contest. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. Bus Stop, 1901 Union, San Francisco, 
415-567-6905, www.facebook.com/BusStopBar. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Team up for fun and 
games with your hostess, Marissa. Wednesdays, 
8 p.m. The Napper Tandy, 3200 24th St., San 
Francisco, 415-550-7510, www.nappertandysf. 
com. 

Brainstormer Trivia: Win prizes with your team 
at this classic trivia night. Wednesdays, 7:30 
p.m. Danny Coyle’s, 668 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-558-8375, www.dannycoyles.com. 

“Bubble”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. Underground SF, 
424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, 
undergroundsf.com. 

“Built for Speed": Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, www. 
myspace.com/rocksyourass. Delirium Cocktails, 
3139 16th St., San Francisco, 415-552-5525. 

The Castle Quiz: Free weekly trivia contest 
with cash (and beer) giveaways for the brain- 
lest know-it-alls. Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
Edinburgh Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074, thecastlesf.com. 

Charles Unger Experience: Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les 
Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, 
www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

Classical Revolution: Mondays, 8 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.classicalrevolution.org. Rev- 
olution Cafe, 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474, revolutioncafesf.com. 

DJs Carmen y Miranda: Fridays, 6 p.m., free. El 
Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325, 
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The Earl Brothers: Fourth Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Free Yoga at Bay Street: Prepare for the upcom- 
ing week with an exhilarating free yoga session 
sponsored by Athleta at Bay Street. Relax, cen- 
ter yourself and get energized all at once with 
the guidance of a professional instructor. All 
fitness levels are encouraged to attend. Don't 
forget to bring your own mat, towel and water 
bottle. Sundays, 10-11 a.m. Continues through 
Aug. 26, FREE, 510-655-4002, caroline@spinpr. 
com, www.baystreetemeryville.com/. Bay 
Street Emeryville, 5616 Bay St., Emeryville, 
www.baystreetemeryville.com. 

“Galaxy Radio”: w/ resident DJs Smac, Emils, 
Holly B, and guests Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/galaxy- 
radiosf. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Open Mic Night: All forms of live entertainment 
welcome at this weekly event. One drink or food 
purchase required. Mondays, 7 p.m. Gallery Cafe 
Live, 587 Post, San Francisco, 415-346-6161, 
www.gallerycafelive.com. 

Gaucho, Eric Garland's Jazz Session, The Am- 
nesiacs: Wednesdays, 7 p.m., free. Amnesia, 
853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

“Guilty Pleasures”: w/ TophZilla, Rob Metal, 
DJ Stef, Disco-D Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., free. 
Gestalt Haus, 3159 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-655-9935, gestaltsf.com. 

“Haute”: Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., free. 5A5 Steak 
Lounge, 244 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-989- 
2539, www.5a5stk.com. 

Hey Girl! Bingo hosted by Shelix!: @ Laszlo Bar, 
2526 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110 
, Hosted by wise cracking Drag Queen Shelix 
- Eight rounds of bingo, Unexpected Prizes, Gor- 
geous Drag!, Music by DJ Cansafis, Food & drink 
by Foreign Cinema, Come early to sample treats 
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from local sponsor Sixth Course! Proceeds of 
select cocktails go directly to Larkin Street 
Youth Services. Fourth Monday of every month, 
7-9 p.m., Free!, 415-648-7600, laszlobar.com/. 

Honey: Community building group celebrating 
LBTQQ young women. Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m., 
free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

“International Freak Out A Go Go”: w/ resident 
DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, 
and Special Lord B Last Wednesday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647-2888, make- 
outroom.com. 

“Jet Set’: Salsa, reggaeton, and Latin hip-hop 
with resident DJ Erick Santero. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., free; $3. Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 
2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451-4677, lu- 
kasoakland.com. 

“Jungle Boogie”: With resident DJs Poizen, Kool 
Kyle, and Uncle Joe. Thursdays, 10 p.m., free. 
Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Karaoke Lounge: High-quality singing with no 
charge for songs or entrance. Daily, free. 
The Mint Karaoke Lounge, 1942 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-626-4726, www.themint.net. 

Karaoke Night: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Blackthorn 
Tavern, 834 Irving, San Francisco, 415-564-6627, 
www.blackthornsf.com. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Sundays, 9 p.m., free, www. 
kjpaul.com. Dalva, 3121 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-252-7740, www.myspace.com/186529294. 

Krazy for Karaoke: With Omar Rockriguez. Mon- 
days, 9 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/ 
karaoke.html. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends: Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz 
Bistro at Les Joulins, 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397, www.jazzbistrosf.com. 

M.E.E.T.: Community building group celebrating 
GBTQQ young men. Fridays, 4-6 p.m., free. 


LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Melt Open Mic Night: Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

“Mission Love”: w/ Aspect McCarthy Last Satur- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., free. Laszlo, 2532 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-648-7000, www. 
laszlobar.com. 

Native Plant Nursery Volunteer Days: Help 
Greg Gaar, native plant guardian. Sundays, 
noon. Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Council 
Recycling Center, 780 Frederick, San Francisco, 
415-753-0932, www.hanc-sf.org. 

OMG! Karaoke: In the front room. Wednesdays, 8 
p.m., free. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Open Mike Karaoke: Daily, 6 p.m., free; free. 
Encore Karaoke Lounge, 1550 California, San 
Francisco, 415-775-0442, www.encorekara- 
okesf.com. 

Open Mic with Brendan Getzell: Mondays, 8 p.m., 
free. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
415-546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Open Mic with Chris Rodriguez: Tuesdays, 9 p.m.., 
free. Ireland's 32, 3920 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-386-6173, irelands32sf.com. 

“Original Famous Twang Sundays”: Sundays, 
4p.m., free. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th St., San 
Francisco, 415-252-1330, theeparkside.com. 

“Peaches’’: w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, 
That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre Thursdays, 
10 p.m., free, facebook.com/peachesladydjcrew. 
Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

The Pick Bluegrass Jam: Fourth Monday of every 
month, 6 p.m., free, www.thepicksf.com/jam. 
aspx. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow: Mon- 
days, 7:30 p.m., free. Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins, 
44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-397-5397, www. 
jazzbistrosf.com. 
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Pub Quiz Night: Prizes for winning teams. Tues- 
days, 8:30 p.m. Maggie McGarry’s, 1353 Grant, 
San Francisco, 415-399-9020, www.maggiem- 
cgarrys.com. 

Quinoa Co-Op: Fourth Friday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th St., San 
Francisco, 415-648-1047, atlascafe.net. 

Quiz Night: Team trivia game. Thursdays, 6:15 p.m. 
Elephant and Castle, 424 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-268-3900, www.elephantcastle.com. 

Quiz Night: Trivia game hosted by Stan Lee. 
Mondays, 8 p.m., free. Blackthorn Tavern, 834 
Irving, San Francisco, 415-564-6627, www. 
blackthornsf.com. 

Quiz Nights: The only place in town hosting 
two nights of trivia every week. Tuesdays, 9 
p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m. Mad Dog in the Fog, 
530 Haight, San Francisco, 415-626-7279, 
www.facebook.com/pages/Mad-Dog-In-The- 
Fog/111245485569064. 

Ragtime Tuesdays: Tuesdays, 5 p.m., free. Pier 
23 Cafe, Pier 23, San Francisco, 415-362-5125, 
pier23cafe.com. 

“Replay Sundays”: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. Slide, 
430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916, slidesf. 
com. 

“Return of the Cypher”: Sundays, 9:30 p.m., free. 
Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 

“Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy”: w/ DJs Donovan Drum- 
mond and Don C. Baird Sundays, 6 p.m., free. 
The Brown Jug, 496 Eddy St., San Francisco, 
415-441-8404. 

“Shellac Shack": DJ Chas Gaudi spins vintage 
blues, jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, and other 78 RPM 
goodies. Mondays, 7 p.m., free, www.mys- 
pace.com/shellacshack. The Homestead, 2301 
Folsom, San Francisco, 415-282-4663, www. 
homesteadsf.com. 

“Shelter’’: Tuesdays, 10 p.m., free, www.facebook. 
com/shelter.sf. Underground SF, 424 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-864-7386, undergroundsf.com. 

“Singin’ Sundays": Weekly karaoke night. Sun- 
days, 8 p.m., free. Butter, 354 Tith St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-863-5964, www.smoothasbutter.com. 

Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert: Sundays, 7:30 
p.m., free. The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-550-866/, royalcuckoo.com. 

“Soul-Full": Classic hip-hop, funk, soul, & more 
with DJ Aebl Dee. Sundays, 8 p.m., free. Luka’s 
Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

“Stamina”: w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests 
Sundays, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 
F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 

Sunday Sessions: Sundays, 10 p.m., free. Madrone 
Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-241- 
0202, madroneartbar.com. 

“Sweater Funk”: Sundays, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf. 
com. 

“Three Day Weekend”: With DJ C-Moses. Mon- 
days, 9 p.m., free. Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 
2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451-4677, lu- 


kasoakland.com. 

“Through Being Cool": Emo/pop-punk/hardcore/ 
indie/screamo singalongs with Ashley and 
Noelle Last Sunday of every month, 6-9 p.m., 
free, yinzerparty.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 
16th St., San Francisco, 415-552-5525. 

Transmagic: Community building group cele- 
brating trans/gender-variant youth. Tuesdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San 
Francisco, 415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Trivia Quiz: Team game of questions and answers, 
with prizes. Tuesdays. The Bitter End, 441 
Clement, San Francisco, 415-221-9538, www. 
travelnotes.org/BitterEnd/. 

Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod: Sat- 
urdays, 4-6 p.m., free. Atlas Cafe, 3049 20th 
St., San Francisco, 415-648-1047, atlascafe.net. 

Whiskey Wednesday: Because Friday is too long 
to wait. Wednesdays, 4 p.m., free. Bender's, 
806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-824-1800, 
www.bendersbar.com. 

Women’s Wednesdays: Once a week, meet with 
working women as well as stay-at-home moms 
for an hour of inspiration. Run by Rabbi Ahron 
Hecht. Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m. Richmond Torah 
Center, 423 10th Ave., San Francisco, 415-386- 
8123, www.rtchabad.org. 





“Small Animals: Parenthood in the Age of Fear’ 
Kim Brooks with Marie Mockett-Author Talk: 
Essayist and fiction writer Kim Brooks will 
discuss -in conversation with Marie Mockett- 
what happened when she made a split-second 
decision to leave her four-year old son in the 
car while she ran into a store. Brooks offers a 
provocative, compelling portrait of contem- 
porary parenthood. Fueled by urgency and 
the emotional intensity of Brooks's own story, 
Small Animals is a riveting examination of the 
ways our culture of competitive, anxious, and 
judgmental parenting has profoundly altered 
the experiences of parents and children. Tue., 
Aug. 28, 7 p.m., Free, 415-564-8080, info@ 
bookshopwestportal.com, www.bookshop- 
westportal.com/. BookShop West Portal, 80 W. 
Portal, San Francisco, bookshopwestportal.com. 

A Celebration of Diverse Voices in Publishing: In 
celebration of diverse new voices in publishing, 
Vanessa Hua, Crystal Hana Kim, Lillian Li, R.O. 
Kwon, and Ingrid Rojas Contreras will read 
from their debut novels examining identity, 
family, and more., ¢ Fruit of the Drunken Tree 
by Ingrid Rojas Contreras, * The Incendiaries 
by R.O. Kwon, ¢ A River of Stars by Vanessa 
Hua, ¢ If You Leave Me by Crystal Hana Kim, 
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Number One Chinese Restaurant by Lillian Li 
Wed., Aug. 29, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, 
zruskin@bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage. 
com/event/vanessa-hua-more-celebration-di- 
verse-voices-publishing-san-francisco-store. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Dawn Raffel: In The Strange Case of Dr. County, 
acclaimed journalist and magazine editor Dawn 
Raffel explores the extraordinary tale of how 
a mysterious immigrant doctor became the 
revolutionary innovator in saving premature 
babies. Thu., Aug. 23, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415- 
927-0960, zruskin@bookpassage.com, www. 
bookpassage.com/event/dawn-raffel-strange- 
case-dr-couney-san-francisco-store. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 
bookpassage.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open 
mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., 
free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 


International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, east- 
sideartsalliance.com. 

Magnet Book Club: Monthly discussion of books 
by gay authors or featuring gay themes. Last 
Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Mag- 
net, 4122 18th St., San Francisco, 415-581-1600, 
magnetsf.org. 

Mara Altman / Gross Anatomy: The Bindery 
hosts an evening with Mara Altman, as she 
celebrates her new book Gross Anatomy. With 
Mara in conversation is Becca Andrews. Tue., 
Aug. 28, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, 415-863-8688, 
sarah@booksmith.com, www.booksmith.com/ 
event/bindery-mara-altman-gross-anatomy. 
The Bindery, 1727 Haight Apt 202, San Francisco. 

Melissa Leet: Landslide by Melissa Leet is the 
story of Jill and her friend, Susie, who grow 
up in aremote mountain garden. When tragedy 
strikes, how does a child find the resilience to go 
on? Teeming with poignancy, humor, and love, 
this is a resplendent exploration of resurgence. 


Tue., Aug. 28, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, 
zruskin@bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage. 
com/event/melissa-leet-landslide-san-francis- 
co-store. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured 
poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-826-6886, 3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porch- 
light host this open mic at which the best 
5-minute story about the monthly theme wins 
$50. Last Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $5, 
porchlightsf.com. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San 
Francisco, 415-923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Saturday Night Special: Monthly literary open 
mic hosted by Hollie Hardy and Tomas Moniz. 
Last Saturday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pages/Saturday-Night-Special- 
an-East-Bay-open-mic/112174188880786. Nick's 
Lounge, 3218 Adeline, Berkeley, 510-652-4166, 
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nickslounge.com. 

Thomas Page McBee / Amateur: From an 
award-winning writer whose work bristles 
with “hard-won strength, insight, agility, 
and love” (Maggie Nelson), an exquisite and 
troubling narrative of masculinity, violence, 
and society. Wed., Aug. 29, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, 
www.booksmith.com/event/booksmith-thom- 
as-page-mcbee-amateur. The Booksmith, 
1644 Haight, San Francisco, 415-863-8688, 
booksmith.com. 

TMI Storytelling: Hosted by Gina Gold. Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7 p.m., $10-$13, tmis- 
torytelling.com. 3KB Sports Bar, 3000 Broad- 
way, Oakland, 510-465-2569, 3kbsportbar.com. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 
Columbus Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, 
sfpl.org. 
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American Bookbinders Museum. Exhibit: The Joy 


of Cookbooks: The cookbook is a snapshot of 
its time, its culture, and its owner. Omnivore 
Books and the American Bookbinders Museum 
are delighted to present The Joy of Cookbooks, 
drawing from Omnivore's shelves as well as 
from the collection of Omnivore owner Celia 
Sack. Come see why, after 2000 years, the 
cookbook is still going strong. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues through Aug. 
25. Free. 415-824-9754. madrobins@bookbind- 





ersmuseum.org. bookbindersmuseum.org/ 
exhibitions/. 355 Clementina, San Francisco, 
415-824-9754, bookbindersmuseum.org. 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 


sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 


Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 


Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent col- 
lection explore the major cultures of Asia. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 
415-581-3500, asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
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415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: 


The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turn- 
ing the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today's connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating 
plate tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian 
salon that shakes like two of San Francisco's 
most famous quakes, a planetarium show, 
interactive displays, and more. Daily. Color of 
Life: The Academy's bright new summer show 
celebrates the chromatic diversity of nature 
with live animals, interactive displays, diora- 
mas, videos, and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: 
Watch as the Academy's flightless friends are 
offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive 
into the Academy's live coral tank and offer live 
explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. 
& 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the 
Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close 
and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people who 
like to pair their intellectual curiosity with a 
cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. calacad- 
emy.org/events/nightlife. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 


Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel 
into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, 
old tools, and other objects that hang over 
the museum's central lobby. Like the eternal 
light that can be found in every synagogue, 
Lane's gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol 
of higher connection — both literally and figura- 
tively. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
736 Mission, San Francisco, 415-655-7800, 
thecjm.org. 
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Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location af- 
ter a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 
(in addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Full-Spec- 
trum Science: Exploratorium scientist Ron 
Hipschman lets you have fun with physics via 
hands-on activities and demonstrations that 
explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
temperature, etc. Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every month, 
11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 
Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hétel de 
la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sun- 
days: Learn about oceans and the wildlife within 
during classroom presentations and docent-led 
tours of the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of 
every month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker 
Road, Sausalito, marinemammalcenter.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 
tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and par- 
ents can participate in artistic activities that 
illuminate some aspect of science. Saturdays, 
10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the 
Randall's regular facilities in Corona Heights 
are temporarily closed, the animals who live 
at the museum will make weekly trips down 
to the Mission for free live presentations. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: 
Get creative with arts and crafts projects for 
children and parents alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
$3-$5. 745 Treat, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 
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San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds 
of San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA). Selves and Others: This exhibi- 
tion explores the complex nature of identity 
through photographic portraits of the self, 
family, lovers, friends and strangers made 
from the 19th century to the present, including 
work by Cindy Sherman, Yasumasa Morimura 
and Gillian Wearing, among others. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 23. New Work: LANZA 
Atelier: This exhibition introduces three new 
projects by Mexico City-based architecture 
firm LANZA Atelier. It draws upon their in- 
terests in Mexico City's architectural history 
and in bringing communications together 
through architectural interventions. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sublime Seas: Bringing together Akomfrah's 
immersive multi-channel video installation 
with a sublime painting by Turner, this pre- 
sentation encompasses the cruelty of the 
whaling industry, the slave trade and the plight 
of refugees and migrants. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 16. Nothing Stable under Heaven: 
Featuring contemporary works from SFMOMA’s 
collection in a wide range of media, this exhi- 
bition explores modes of communication and 
reflects on our charged political, social and 
environmental climate. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 16. Jim Campbell: Tilted Plane: 
This mesmerizing light installation features a 
suspended grid of hundreds of incandescent 
bulbs whose filaments have been replaced 
by custom LEDs. Visitors can step inside the 
work to experience the flickering patterns and 
angled image plane from different perspectives. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Sept. 16. Carolyn 
Drake: Wild Pigeon: This installation showcases 
32 unique photographic collages made in 
collaboration with the people of Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region, presented in a 
newly dedicated space for recent contempo- 
rary photography acquisitions in the Pritzker 
Center for Photography. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Sept. 23. 151 3rd St., San Francisco, 
415-357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 

Get Gandhi: The play focuses on the women, their 
families, the backlash from their Generation X 
children as well as the conflict that is fueled 
from opposing responses to the revered hero's 
celibacy experiments. To Bob, the male charac- 
ter who is a longtime practitioner of Gandhi's 
principles of nonviolence, his hero is flawed. 
To his female counterparts, this flawed prince 
of peace is an imposter and sexual abuser. 
#GetGandhi explores the themes of sexual 
assault and the removal of statues of historical 


figures once deemed heroic. August 10 though 
26 at various times. See zspace.org for full info. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 
26, $25. Z Below, 470 Florida, San Francisco, 
415-626-0453, zspace.org. 


Keeping Up with the Jorgensons: The Marsh 


Discovery Series brings Jeremy Juliana Greco's 
“Keeping Up with the Jorgensons” to San 
Francisco for eight performances only. Set 
in 1982, 10-year-old Greco embarks on a road 
trip to Orange County to attend the wedding 
of a relative he'd never met. Asked to tickle his 
father’s feet and sleep in his grandmother's 
bed, the young Greco finds he will say and do 
anything to secure a visit to the happiest place 
on Earth: Disneyland. Thu., Aug. 23, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
Aug. 25, 8:30 p.m., $20, 415-282-3055 (Monday 
through Friday, 1-4pm), marsh@themarsh. 
org, themarsh.org/keeping_up_jorgensons/ 
jeremy-julian-greco/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Les Miserables: Two years after the Revolution 


of 1830, France is on the brink of violence 
once again. Dismayed that one king has been 
replaced by another, a group of rebels are plot- 
ting to overthrow the monarchy and lay claim to 
the throne for the common people., Against this 
backdrop of simmering rebellion, we follow the 
story of Jean Valjean, an escaped convict who 
manages to build a new life for himself and his 
adopted daughter Cosette. Yet his new found 
happiness cannot last for long, because the 
unrelenting police inspector Javert, who has 
been hunting Valjean for two decades, is close 
on his tail. As Valjean’s past finally catches up 
with him, all of the characters are swept up in 
the chaos that breaks out on Paris ‘streets, 
in an epic story of thwarted love, forgiveness 
and the enduring strength of the human spirit. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Aug. 
26, $112. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


The Marsh Berkeley Presents “Can You Dig It?: 
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Royal Robbins® Factory Store 
841 Gilman St. Berkeley, CA 94710 


The ‘60s": The Marsh Berkeley announces 
the extension of Don Reed's wonderfully wild 
autobiography “Can You Dig It?: The ‘60s” 
through September. Hot on the heels of Reed's 
hilarious and critically acclaimed ‘East 14th” 
and “The Kipling Hotel,” Reed (HBO, ‘Snap 
Judgment,” Amazon Prime) takes Bay Area 
audience members ona nostalgic ride through 
the amusing and oftentimes turbulent 1960s and 
beyond. ‘Can You Dig It?: The ‘60s” takes place 
before Reed's father became a pimp, before 
little Donnie was forced into that door-knock- 
ing religion, and includes some mind-blowing 
and unbelievably true tales. Saturdays, 5 
p.m.; Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues through 
Sept. 9, $20, 415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh. 
org, themarsh.org/can_you_dig_it/don-reed- 
berkeley-2/. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “The Clyde 


Always Show": Wednesdays this summer at The 
Marsh San Francisco will be a bit more poetic 
and then some, with the weekly offering of ‘The 
Clyde Always Show” beginning in July. The Bard 
of the Lower Haight’s solo performance includes 
raucous, uplifting, and profoundly fun-loving 
zaniness, featuring shiver-giving tall-tales, 
foot-stomping songs, hilarious monologues- 
in-verse covering everything under the urban 
overhang, and more. Wednesdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Aug. 29, $20, 415-282-3055 
(Monday through Friday, 1-4pm), marsh@ 
themarsh.org, themarsh.org/clyde_always/ 
clyde-always-the-bard-of-the-lower-haight/. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
themarsh.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


San Francisco Neo-Futurists Present: The 


Infinite Wrench at PianoFight: The SF Neo-Fu- 
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turists present The Infinite Wrench, an ev- 
er-changing explosion of 2-minute plays. Join 
us as we explore the irrepressible, the honest, 
the WTF, and the new. Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30-1 
p.m., $14-19 at door; $18 online, 415-816-3691, 
info@sfneofuturists.com, www.sfneofuturists. 
com/. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
pianofight.com. 


SEEING RED - A Time Traveling Musical: A 


disillusioned Trump voter travels back in time 
to 1912, when her town was a hotbed of the 
American Socialist party, and realizes that 
she may have more in common with those 
blue-state progressives than she previously 
thought. Performances at various locations, 
see www.sfmt.org for full info. Sat., Aug. 25, 2 
p.m.; Sat., Sept. 1, 2 p.m.; Sun., Sept. 2, 2 p.m.; 
Mon., Sept. 3, 2 p.m., Free. Various, Various, 
San Francisco. 


Shotgun Players presents KISS: A group of 


actors discover a script set in Damascus. 
They eagerly begin performing what appears 
to be a romantic melodrama, believing they 
will learn something about what it’s like to 
live in Syria. Then everything explodes. With 
subtly shifting perspectives, Kiss compels us 
to continually question our grip on reality. It's 
a mystery and political thriller dressed up as 
a love story. Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7-8:30 
p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m.; Sundays, 
5-6:30 p.m. Continues through Sept. 23, $7-$42, 
510-841-6500, boxoffice@shotgunplayers.org, 
bit.ly/201q55p. The Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby, 
Berkeley, www.shotgunplayers.org. 


Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo 


performances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 
p.m., $12-$25, solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


Sunday in the Park with George: In the final days 


before the completion of his masterpiece, A 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande 
Jatte, Georges Seurat is torn between making 
meaningful art and maintaining a relationship 


with his lover, Dot. One of the most acclaimed 
musicals of our time, Sunday in the Park 
with George won the Pulitzer Prize and was 
nominated for 10 Tony Awards including Best 
Musical. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Sept. 8, $45. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Tomfoolery - The Wicked Words and Mischievous 


Music of Tom Lehrer: In the 1950s/1960s, Tom 
Lehrer epitomized modern satirical humor, 
writing songs which were wickedly naughty yet 
not x-rated by today’s standards. What is most 
amazing about Lehrer’s music is how timeless 
it has remained, dealing with subjects such 
as religion, love, pollution and nuclear weap- 
ons. Turned into a musical revue by Cameron 
Mackintosh, the producing genius behind Cats 
and Phantom of the Opera, Tomfoolery is still 
one of the most bitingly hilarious two hours 
of music you will ever hear. Six amazing local 
performers will turn Lehrer’s music and words 
into magic this August! Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
8-10 p.m. Continues through Aug. 24, $10-$50, 
831-818-1033, info@landmarkmusicals.com, 
www.landmarkmusicals.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, sheltontheater.org. 


Washed Up On The Potomac: Order is the name 


of the game in this D.C. proofreading office, but 
everything is a bit off today. It’s ninety degrees 
in October, a costly mistake has been made on 
an important account, and someone is going to 
get fired. As three proofreaders ponder their 
futures, they become haunted and inspired 
by memories of a coworker whose body may 
have washed up on the banks of the Potomac 
today. Who will be the next to go? Or are they 
already gone? Written by Lynn Rosen, Directed 
by José Zayas. See sfplayhouse.org for full info 
and show times. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 1, $30. San Francisco 
Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 415-677- 
9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


COME JOIN US FOR TWO DAYS OF FUN! 


FREE! 
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OPENING PARADE, Saturday, Sept. .15, 71 a.m. 
DRAGON PARADE, Sunaay Sept. 16, 5 p:m: 
NONSTOP ENTERTAINMENT: Aris and crafts, 
lion dancing, live music, martial arts, games 
food and much more! 


Community Partners: 


KRON 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Also funded in part by 


c¥e 


RamT it 


@®bartable 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2018 23 


ARTS & CULTURE \DRAINTHESWAMP AAA 


Washed Up in the Oftice on the Potomac 


Workplace oddballs populate Lynn Rosen's play about the constricted emotional spectrum we allow ourselves around the people we're with all 
day, every day. 





By Jeffrey Edalatpour 

Mark (Vincent Randazzo) and Kate (Jessica 
In a sweltering basement, the Bates) share a moment during the workday at 
characters in Washed Up on the Potomac their proofreading office in Washington, D.C. 


show up at work on an unseasonably hot 
day in October. Mark (Vincent Randa- 
zZ0) arrives with sweaty armpits that 
stain his shirt. Kate (Jessica Bates) com- 
plains wryly, “It was so hot on the bus, my 
under-boobs were sweating.” Their boss 
Giorgio (Cole Alexander Smith) is gener- 
ally a grumpy guy, and the heat isn’t im- 
proving his mood. But the weather 
doesn’t seem to be affecting Sherri (Me- 
lissa Quine) in quite the same way. She 
refuses to remove her puffy winter coat. 
Sherri’s the first person we see in 


Lynn Rosen’s play (through Sept. 1, ’ 
at The Custom Made Theatre). Having Rg J gan 
spent the night at the office, she lifts hl al P 4 


her head from the desk after experienc- ' be me. = Gn ( ) 
ing a vivid bad dream. When she over- 
hears Giorgio talking about a clerical 
error with That Guy (Max Forman-Mul- 
lin), Sherri begins to fret. Every charac- 
ter in the play works at an advertising 
agency. But as the head proofreader, 
she'll take the blame for not correcting 
“oder” to “order” — someone's idea of 
a copy-editing joke. Giorgio leaves That 
Guy’s office in search of Sherri, but she 
hides herself away in a corner. Her coat 
is like a suit of armor that shores up 
her defenses against nightmares and 
office politics. Yet even wrapped up 
tightly in that security blanket, Sherri 
is still a bundle of rattled nerves. 
Everyone at the office daydreams 
about an alternate situation for them- 
selves. They imagine about what could 
have been instead of living the lives 
they have, reading tepid ad copy over 
and over in a suffocating basement 
without air conditioning. Mark con- 
stantly jots down ideas for novels on 
Post-it notes, but he hasn’t gotten very 
far. He admits to Kate that it’s taken 





Photo by Jessica Palopoli 


him three weeks to come up with four tures all of the nuances that develop with the banter. expression, Quine communicates her used metaphor of a dead girl to her 
mediocre sentences. As for Kate, she between coworkers — people who Despite only having five days to unspoken hopes and aspirations. own purposes. The arc of Sherri’s fate 
dresses like Joan Jett but elongates her — spend hours together in a confined learn her role, Melissa Quine brought Sherri’s mother is also a religious is similar to Joyce’s. She longs for 
vowels the way that Molly Shannon space who aren't friends, lovers, or Sherri to life with sass and verve. The zealot who berates her daughter on freedom from the claustrophobic re- 
does. On the outside, she’s a tough family members. As the playwright original lead dropped out of the pro- the phone. To deflect those feelings of lationship with her mother and from 
rocker chick — we hear her play the accurately notices, those lines blureas- duction at the last minute, andthe rest rage and inadequacy that her mother her routine days behind a desk. What 
guitar and sing — but she doesn’t take ily when the menial tasks of a dreary of the cast supported her throughout. inspires, Sherri becomes obsessed we don’t know is if she’ll walk away 
herself too seriously. She won a song- workday begin to pile up. Mark and In this performance, Quine endows with the disappearance ofaformerco- _—_ from her old life or drown herself in 
writing contest once, and even wrote Kate flirt with each other and take Sherri with the same downturned worker. Joyce didn’t show up for work the river. 
a song for Gladys Knight. But after frequent coffee breaks. Everybody has mouth that Kristen Wiig often em- one morning at the agency. When a 
her father died, Kate had a nervous snacks. That Guy interjects non-sequi- _ ploys. The expression evokes a sea woman washes up on the shores of Washed Up on the Potomac, 
breakdown. She doesn’t admit to it, turs into other people’s conversations. | anemone whose tentacles retract when — the Potomac River months later, the Through Sept. 1, a San Francisco 
but Mark finds anti-anxiety pillsin her |= Giorgio dons Mark’s fedora when he’s they perceive something that touches headlines advance the idea that the Playhouse production at The Custom 
purse. not around and pretends that everyone them asa possible threat. Sherri turns corpse belongs to Joyce. When the Made Theatre, 533 Sutter St. $30; 415- 
Rosen has created a collection of likes him. Sherri’s the most awkward down her chin and her mouth recedes play begins, Sherri’s drowning in her 677-9596 or sfplayhouse.org/sfph 
workplace oddballs based on her own misfit of the bunch, the only one who into her face every time someone dream sequence. Rosen has her identi- 
experience as a proofreader. She cap- can’t interpret social cues or keep up makes her bristle. With that frowning fy with Joyce, but bends the frequently 
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CULTURE \ THE NOBEL LAUREATE FOR REPRESSED RAGE NANA 


Witely Duties 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Only 11 Americans have ever 
won the Nobel Prize in Literature — or 
12, if you count T.S. Eliot, who was born 
in St. Louis but became a subject of the 
British crown 20 years before winning 
what is generally considered Western civ- 
ilization’s highest honor in arts and let- 
ters. It’s so remote that most U.S. writers 
at that echelon likely look no farther than 
the comparatively score-able Pulitzer. Bob 
Dylan (2016) is the most recent American 
literary laureate, with Toni Morrison 
(1993) the one before that. No one, of any 
nationality, will win this year. Owing toa 
#MeToo-type episode involving the hus- 
band of one of the committee members, 
who later resigned, the 2018 prize will be 
awarded concurrently with 2019's. 

In that void comes The Wife, a taut 
drama starring Glenn Close and Jona- 
than Pryce as Joan and Joe Castleman, 
a Connecticut couple whose marital 
turmoil begins to spill out after Joe re- 
ceives a telephone call from Stockholm 
early one morning informing him that 
he’s won the Nobel. Their troubled adult 
son David (Max Irons) goes along for 
the ride — and so does Christian Slater 
as an oily journalist working hard to 
get Joe and Joan’s blessing for what 
will otherwise become an unauthorized 
biography. (He goes so far as to intrude 
upon them in first class on their flight 
to Sweden.) 

From the celebratory stateside cock- 
tail party to the occasionally annoying 
trappings of high-culture regality — care 
to be awoken by teenagers caroling in 
Swedish at the foot of your bed? — The 
Wife adroitly chips away at the glories of 
literary genius. 

For a film about the bestowing of a 
prestigious award, director Bjorn Runge 
and screenwriter Jane Anderson adapt- 
ed Meg Wolitzer’s 2003 novel of the 
same name in a way that’s clearly meant 
to correct a real-life slight. Close, now 
71 and one of the most admired actors 
working today, is an august stage-and- 
screen performer who also happens 
to be zero for six on Academy Award 
nominations. (At the risk of treating her 
record like a baseball stat or Jeopardy! 
curio, five of Close’s near-misses came 
in a six-year period in the 1980s, while 
the sixth was in 2011, when she lost to 
Meryl Streep.) 

Her tight-lipped performance in The 
Wife is a good chance to change that. At 
times demure, at others nearly seething, 
her Joan has few speeches to deliver, 
and gets no zingers at all — and there’s 
nothing approaching the camp spectacle 





of Close boiling a rabbit or being killed 
by a falling White House chandelier 
during a Martian attack. The subtlety 

is the whole of it. However, the film 
suffers from a conclusion that gradually 
becomes so obvious to the viewer — not 
a twist per se, but in the same neighbor- 
hood — that even to acknowledge its 
existence could potentially ruin the expe- 
rience of seeing the film. So: No spoilers 
ahead, but stop reading now if you like to 
sit in the theater with a spotless mind. 

“T love to have a scene where I have no 
lines,” Close told SF Weekly at the Fair- 
mont Hotel in July, with Runge in the 
room as well. “We sat around the table, 
Bjorn and Jane and I, just figuring out 
her emotional psychological journey.” 

“Repressed rage’ is the film’s own 
characterization of Joan, but Runge 
disputes that Close wanted for opportu- 
nities to express it. 

She had “a lot of dialogue,” he said. 
“There are many scenes with Christian 
Slater — and dialogue, for me, can be 
music. So it’s not always what they are 
saying. 

“If you go to Ingmar Bergman or Fed- 


erico Fellini or Woody Allen, there’s a lot 
of dialogue in those films — but it can 
also be very cinematic at the same time,” 
he added. “There’s no contrast in that.” 

Being Swedish himself, Runge took 
no creative license with the depiction 
of the Nobel ceremony. And Close says 
King Gustav of Sweden gave his own 
medals for the actor playing the king 
to wear. Under all the pomp is the real 
question of what it’s like to stand in 
proximity to genius. Joan hands Joe his 
coat, reminds him to take his pills, and 
she tolerates his many affairs. 

Those liaisons, whether in flashback 
or not, are written as almost self-con- 
scious indulgences on Joe’s part: lama 
famous writer, therefore I will woo these 
women by reading them the last lines of 
Joyce’s The Dead. More than satisfaction 
of the sexual urge, they’re proof that 
he’s in the company of womanizing 
“greats” like his fellow Nobel laureate, 
Hemingway. His wife is the definition of 
long-suffering, but there’s much more 
to her. 

Joan is “complicit in how their un- 
derstanding progresses,” Close says. “I 


Glenn Close as Joan and 
Jonathan Pryce as Joe in The Wife 





Photo by Graeme Hunter, Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics 


think people can fall into things, and 
especially if it’s somebody with a delicate 
ego — which he has — then you don't 
bring it up. You just settle into this 
pattern. I think she’s a shy person. She 
doesn’t care about publicity and recog- 
nition, up to the point where | think his 
behavior is starting to wear a little thin.” 

But as the weight of their decades 
of secrecy mounts like Bernie Madoff’s 
pyramid scheme, and it becomes clearer 
that the biographer is circling closer to 
the truth, it’s Joe who buckles. Close 
and Runge believe that his suffering is 
greater. 

“Women are used to bucking up their 
partners,” Close says. “So, in that scene 
where he says, ‘Do you think it’s been 
easy?’ I do sympathize with him. I don’t 
sympathize with his behavior, but they 
were both in it.” 

The Wife is mostly about the tensions 
between a husband and wife who've 
painted themselves into a corner — but 
they aren’t George and Martha, openly 
loathing one another. (According to 
Runge, Wolitzer took her own parents’ 
marriage and stuck it in a literary mi- 
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lieu.) As they step into a spotlight that 
will accord Joe Castleman fame for as 
long as people read books, we encoun- 
ter another Nobel laureate from one 
of the hard sciences. He’s a detestable 
Brit, introducing the members of his 
insufferably successful family with com- 
petitive brio, and we’re meant to read 
him as further proof of the phoniness 
of it all. It’s a brief, brilliant character 
sketch, although the scene isn’t played 
for laughs. 

“T love that, because our family 
seems to be so dysfunctional next to all 
those achieving children,” Close says, 
ever circumspect about her circumspect 
character. “They’re the family that 
writes long Christmas letters: ‘Oh, she 
just graduated.’ The going on and on.” 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | ® @WannaCyber 


The Wife 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
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FILM EVENTS & REPERTORY 


Artists’ Television Access. Jearfu/ Surrender: |n cel- 





MADELINE’S MADELINE 


Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 


In one of the best episodes of the dark comedy series Corporate, the char- 
acters are obsessed with the Black Mirror-style show Society Tomorrow, and 
a running joke is the Corporate characters theorizing that a Tomorrow char- 
acter seeing their reflection is, like, a metaphor — a shallow observation 
that’s treated as a deep profundity. Josephine Decker’s Madeline’s Made- 
line also wants you to know shit’s getting metaphoric, going so far as to 
kick off with a character stating directly into the camera that “what you 
are experiencing is a metaphor.” Madeline (Helena Howard) is a troubled 





SUPPORT THE GIRLS 


Rated R. Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 


This much can’t be denied about Andrew Bujalski: One could not have pre- 
dicted his retro-futuristic 2013 Computer Chess would have led to his rom- 
commy 2015 Results — and while his new Support the Girls isn’t quite as 
much of a leap, it’s still the mark of a director willing to explore. Lisa (Re- 
gina Hall) is the manager of the Houston location of Double Whammies, a 
Hooters-style restaurant that’s steadily losing business to a bigger and 
somehow even more pandering chain called Mancave. Over the course of 
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Courtesy of Sundance Institute 


teenager who joins an experimental theater troupe run by Evangeline 
(Molly Parker), the kind where it’s as much about pretending to be an ani- 
mal as actually putting together a story with characters and whatnot. 
Evangeline zeroes in on Madeline’s past trauma regarding Madeline’s 
mother Regina (Miranda July), particularly Madeline’s violence toward 
Regina. July, Parker, and especially newcomer Howard make a fascinating 
triangle, and Madeline’s Madeline flirts with entering the humanity-ver- 
sus-bestiary debate of recent years, particularly as Madeline frequently 
pretends to be a cat. But it’s less about that than the fetishization of men- 
tal illness, and no less than Evangeline, Madeline's Madeline blurs the line 
between observing it and exploiting it. But that’s OK, because it’s all, like, 
a metaphor. Sherilyn Connelly 


ae 


se 


one spectacularly trying day, she’s confronted with an attempted burglary, 
new hires, the company’s systemic racism, and her own crumbling personal 
life. Support the Girls is ultimately boosted by Regina Hall’s performance as 
a rational woman in an irrational situation, one in which she must balance 
her loyalty to her work family with the impossible rules of her environ- 
ment. Finding a balance between opposing forces is a running theme in Bu- 
jalski’s work, and he also manages to have most of his cast in revealing 
clothes without objectifying them, itself a near-impossible balancing act 
last pulled off by Harmony Korine in Spring Breakers. And while the film is a 
delight throughout, there may not be a better, more cathartic denouement 
in 2018 than the final 45 seconds of Support the Girls. SC 


ebration of launching the fundraising campaign 
for the upcoming feature film “Tearful Surrender,” 
the second feature film from San Francisco based 
production team Dreams For Dead Cats Productions, 
Craig Jacobson; Cassandra Sechler host a special 
screening of the premiere of their new short ‘‘Lovesick’”’ 
accompanied by some of their most popular shorts, 
including “Wireboy,” “Alligator Bitch” and more. Also, 
enjoy a special 3D experience with a montage from 
their cyber horror film “ELLIOT” with complimentary 
Chromadepth 3D glasses! Fri., Aug. 24, 8 p.m. Born 
In Flames: Born in Flames is set in a near future U.S. 
(though it pointedly looks very present), a decade 
after a Socialist Democratic Cultural Revolution has 
purportedly created equality between the sexes. Of 
course, it hasn't created equality in practice; despite 
official messages proffered by the media, women are 
still discriminated against in the workplace, sexually 
attacked on the street, and undervalued in the home. 
Four groups of women separately mount challenges 
to these structural inequalities; the Women's Army 
activists, academic journalists, and two underground 
radio stations are variously comprised of poor women, 
non-white women, lesbians, and white middle-class 
women. When these disparate groups band together, 
they successfully take over the ultimate power source: 
the media. Importantly, as real-life activist Flo Kennedy 
voices in the film, it is precisely the women’s valuing 
of their different strengths that proves so crucial to 
their fight; or to quote Audre Lorde, their differences 
must “spark like a dialectic” to effect change and 
revolution. Sat., Aug. 25, 8 p.m. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 


Balboa Theatre. Balboa Classics: Classic movies every 


week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn Palace: Every 
Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus popcorn and 
drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. Balboa Beer Movies: Saturdays, 
10 p.m. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 


Christopher B. Smith Rafael Film Center. Deconstructing 


the Beatles: 1963 Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!: Musicologist Scott 
Freiman’s new filmed lecture in his continuing series 
about The Beatles starts in 1962, when the Fab Four 
stepped into EMI studios for the first time, meeting 
producer George Martin and beginning an unparalleled 
recording career. Over the next 18 months, they would 
release four number-one singles (including “She 
Loves You” and “| Want to Hold Your Hand’) and two 
number-one albums while becoming international 
superstars. Come explore the music that launched 
Beatlemania! Thu., Aug. 23, 7-9 p.m.; Sun., Aug. 26, 1-3 
p.m. $15. rafaelfilm.cafilm.org/beatles-1963/. 1118 Fourth 
St., San Rafael, 415-454-1222, rafaelfilm.cafilm.org. 


Clay Theatre. The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The Bawdy 


Caste performs onstage while the ultimate cult film 
plays in the background. Last Saturday of every month, 
11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Roxie Theater. Along For The Ride: Filmmaker Nick 


Ebeling profiles the professional exile and eventual 
re-emergence of Dennis Hopper following the making 
of ‘The Last Movie.” Daily. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-863-1087, roxie.com. 


J\ TO BUILD A FIRE (AND THROW SOME MEATON TD) 


Bel Campo Opera 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


You have to give it to Jack London 
Square, which is moving with gusto past 
the carcass of I] Pescatore and the too- 
many-parts-for-its-own-good fun zone 
that is Plank. In the past few months — 
on opposite sides of the plaza that’s oth- 
erwise home to the wonderfully crooked, 
135-year-old, and refreshingly honest 
Heinhold’s First and Last Chance Saloon 
— two large-scale, full-service restau- 
rants have opened: Dyafa and Belcampo. 
Otherwise little alike in style, they an- 
chor the entire area and breathe life into 
it. Revitalized waterfronts don’t always 
seem like they’re intended for a city’s 
residents, and Jack London Square 
could have cultivated the kiss-of-death 
feel of a city-sanctioned coolness dis- 
trict. But it’s a genuine destination now. 

We've covered Dyafa; let’s go to 
Belcampo. The new flagship of Anya 
Fernald’s Siskiyou County-based meat 
purveyor scooped Brett Halfpap up 
from the Santa Monica location to 
take over the kitchen at this 230-per- 
son space (the former Bocanova). 
With a customer-facing butcher shop 
and a large retail area for packaged 
goods and that inimitable bone broth, 
it’s more than just a restaurant, al- 
though that’s probably leveraging the 
square footage to capitalize more on 
square the tourist trade than to serve 
as a neighborhood meat market. 

Strictly as a restaurant, there are 
many praises to sing. The postindus- 
trial interior has enough natural light, 
enough charm, and enough pillars 
with pitted capitals to feel welcoming 
rather than cavernous. On sunny days 
— in regrettably short supply this 
summer in the West Bay — a happy 
hour, burger-and-beer combination in 
Belcampo’s semi-shaded outdoor area 
is simply unbeatable. (Long, long walk 
to the restroom, though.) In or out, 
Halfpap and crew have walked a fine 
line between offering meats galore and 
foisting an involuntary passport to 
some donkey sauce-slathered exclave 
of Fieri-landia. 

The “meaty salads” brag that they 
all contain seven ounces of protein, 
yet they never feel over-the-top. One 
of them, a $13 chopped salad with 
mortadella, cherry tomatoes, gem 
lettuce, radicchio, white cheddar, and 
Italian vinaigrette, would be a dead 
ringer for the cold antipasto at any 
New York pizzeria, right down to the 
pepperoncini (but only if you subbed 
some dried cucumber for those fancy 


greens). Even something as neutrally 
agreeable as a Calamansi lime and 
chicken salad ($12) has plenty of 
chicken skin in the mix, for flavor 
and texture in equal amounts. Larb 

is among the Lao-Thai dishes that 
seem curiously resistant to non-Thai 
reinterpretation, but Belcampo’s ($16) 
is very well thought-out, with appeal- 
ingly oily minced lamb bursting with 
citrus-y heat and rolled up in butter 
lettuce cups. 

I like the 28-day dry-aged burger 
($16) plenty, as any burger that’s on 
brioche is automatically good — part- 
ly because brioche is the best, and 
partly because if the kitchen couldn't 
trust it not to collapse, they’d have 
to serve it on some lesser bun. The 
lettuce-and-caramelized-onions build 
is simple, a nice alternative to the In- 
N-Out copycats — and the Kennebec 
fries hold their crispness until you’ve 
popped the last one in your month. 

If not necessarily superior, the 
lamb burger (also $16) is at least more 
imaginative, a softer patty whose 
assertive animal spirits are darkened 
with black-garlic aioli, and a pinch of 
sprouts for the lightest of crunches. 
Avoid the roast pork sandwich ($15), 
dry on one visit, tough on another, 
and engulfed in ciabatta both times. 


But for dessert, a $10 peach melba 
sheds all its fussiness, taking the form 
of a grilled peach with a scoop of vanil- 
la ice cream over macerated raspber- 
ries, with a budding flower in between. 
It’s gratifying. 

One odd shortcoming of this nearly 
two-month-old restaurant is that the 
staff frequently seems a little scat- 
tered. Ask for a recommendation and 
you might get a long-winded spiel that 
provides almost no helpful informa- 
tion, and on a night when we let an 
eager bartender wanted to show us 
some new stuff, we regretted it. Stick 
to the wine list, like a 2014 Conda- 
do de Haza Tempranillo, or else get 
creative with the occasionally wacky 
beer list, including a malty Federation 
Utopia Planitia rye beer, which can 
rub two French fries together to make 
fire. (Don’t forget about Heinhold’s, 
though.) 

Belcampo raises its animals on 
25,000 acres of organic ranchland 
in the Shasta Valley, where skies are 
probably much darker than ours these 
days, and for different reasons. The 
entire set-up aims to provide the ani- 
mals, out of a sense of compassion and 
to avoid stress hormones from degrad- 
ing the quality of the meat. Wastes are 
mulched without runoff, nothing uses 
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petroleum, and the healthy grasslands 
sequester CO2. In terms of reconnect- 
ing urban eaters with the Northern 
California foodshed, it’s almost like a 
bovine CUESA. (They host meat camps 
throughout the summer, too.) 

This is a long way of saying that 
if you've deprived yourself of a top- 
notch cut of beef lately, the $42 New 
York strip is a forbearance-killer. Tak- 
ing the butter of a classic Delmonico 
steak to the next level by wrapping it 
in tallow, it’s the platonic ideal of what 
you want in a steak: barely seasoned 
and oozing juice over the potatoes 
beneath it and pooling all around the 
plate. If good short loins come from 
muscles that barely got any exercise in 
the cow’s life, this was from an odalis- 
que who was fanned with palm fronds. 
You can cut it by looking at it, but it 
could blow out the candles on your 
birthday cake just by looking at you. 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 
pkane@sfweekly.com | ® @WannaCyber 
Belcampo 
Restaurant & Butcher Shop 


55 Webster St., Oakland, 510- or 
belcampomeat.com 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


PALI | ee I) ee et 


415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


The Castro 333 Bush 


415-252-1515 


| 
WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 





HOME OF 


WORLD-FAMOUS 
IRISH COFFEE 


BUENA VISTA CAFE 
2765 Hyde Street (at Beach) 
San Francisco | 415 474 5044 
wwww.thebuenavista.com 
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3242 22nd St. 
415-421-0700 415-206-0555 
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‘DINING GUT 


DINING DIRECTORY 








Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bworill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 


2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 


333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 


The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate's Kitchen 
A7\ Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 
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Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Ssilvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


PACIFIC HEIGHTS 


Scopo Divino 
2800 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 928-3728 
Scopodivino.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
TII-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


UNION SQUARE 


Marrakech SF 
A419 O'Farrell St, San Francisco 
(415) 776-6717 
marrakechsf.com 


Yemeni Restaurant 
385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 441-8832 
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Cook Like an 
Egyptian 


Why would Michael Mina 
change his flagship restaurant 
now? 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Just after Memorial Day, Michael 
Mina (the restaurateur) unveiled a huge 
change to Michael Mina (the restaurant). 
Long home to power-broker fare like mi- 
so-marinated black cod and Black Angus 
ribeyes, the menu would now reflect the 
contemporary flavors of the chef’s native 
Cairo. 

With executive chef Raj Dixit, Mina 
brought things in a decidedly Mediter- 
ranean direction, with proprietary spice 
blends and a market-price reserve caviar 
service with a distinctly theatrical flair. 
As his ever-expanding Michael Mina 
Group owns or has partnerships with 


a 


nearly 40 restaurants worldwide, why 
change the 14-year-old flagship now? 
Essentially, it was time. 

“Early in my career, I'd always 
worked in European or French-style 
kitchens, and I was focused on maybe 
even partly not doing this,” Mina tells 
SF Weekly by phone. “I felt like I needed 
to establish myself first, because I didn’t 
want to do it in a casual format. There’s 
enough people doing that well. I wanted 
to do it at an elevated level.” 

Mina Test Kitchen, a somewhat 
experimental space in Cow Hollow, was 
the proving ground, as the first of its 
rotating incarnations was Mediterra- 
nean in nature. That stuck with Mina 
and Dixit ever since — although Dixit 
notes that the revamp has grown into 
its own as summer produce approached 
its peak. 

The resulting six-course, $155 
tasting menu (with optional wine and 
reserve wine pairings for $130 and 
$215, respectively) now includes dishes 
like a smoked fairytale eggplant with 
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tangerine labneh, chicken oyster, and 
tomato conserva or a Yemenite-style 
beef strip loin with wild ramps, white 
yams, and the Moroccan tomato-pepper 
salad known as matbucha. (This being 
Michael Mina, Maine lobster and A5 
Wagyu supplements are right there for 
the taking. There’s also plenty of foie 
gras, in part because it was the Ancient 
Egyptians who discovered gavage.) 

No cuisine on earth remains un- 
contaminated by colonial or globalist 
intrusions — and, with all due respect 
to the region's challenging and fre- 
quently bloody history, the food of the 
Eastern Mediterranean may be among 
the world’s most heavily influenced. 
Europe is in its blood already, so it made 
sense for Mina — a chef known fora 
precision approach if ever there was 
one — to take it on from this direction. 
Although Dixit’s contributions to the 
Mina Group extend beyond this one 
restaurant, he’s there every day, and 
Mina estimates he spends 50 to 60 per- 
cent of his time there, as well. 





The year-plus it took to ready the 
menu included trips as far as the Golan 
Heights, but a lot of the labor involved 
playing with more than 100 spices and 
mixing them together in various com- 
binations. At the mention of this, Dixit 
perks up further. 

“We had to taste through single spic- 
es from single origins, then the varietals 
that we were kind of obsessed with,” he 
says, on the same call. “It became this 
process of ‘Do we want botanicals?’ and 
‘What spices do we really want to focus 
on?’” 

The 12 in the showcase box are those 
they fell most deeply in love with and 
which show up in places like a glazed 
Egyptian mango with foie gras and 
candied ginger. There’s also a grilled 
wild Mediterranean sea bass with toma- 
to-shellfish stew and molokhiya, also 
known as Jew’s mallow, a root from an 
underexplored herb family Dixit hadn't 
even heard of. Surely, in those months 
of toying around in the kitchen, there 
had to be an epiphany or two? 

“Yemenite spice and Wagyu beef 
were an a-ha moment,” Mina says. “Tak- 
ing products that we’ve cooked with for 
years and introducing these spices mix- 
es to them was a lot of fun. OK: This is a 
really fatty cut of beef and this is a spice 
that has acidity, some sweetness, some 
richness. But it’s not typical or some- 
thing people have done before.” 


Michael Mina 
252 California St., 415-397-9222 or 
michaelmina.net 


Go Eat This 
Now: ‘CiViChe’ 
at Kabuto 


A halibut wrapped in deep-fried 
Seaweed crowns any meal at 
this slightly offbeat sushi spot 
inthe Richmond. 


By Ryan Basso > p30 
Sushi can be tricky, especially 


in San Francisco. Sometimes you re not 


Ty Abbi 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 











win ~WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com iii 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 






Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings ) 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1715 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 


> " . = =. 


NING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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FULD NFL 
TICKET 


SHOWING ALL YOUR 





FAVORITE TEAMS 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS 
415-550-7510 
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BRING YOUR DOG 
TO THE 


2 YEARS IN A ROW! 
fE BAY WOOF 
= WEEKLY 


/ BEST 7’ SF \ ( > ) 
! y ‘ant 
“\-2018-/” = 
, by 


PALNN S23 


NN 4, 
BEST DOG-FRIENDLY BEST DOG-FRIENDLY BEST DOG-FRIENDLY BAR 
RESTAURANT 2018 RESTAURANT 2017. PENINSULA/SOUTH BAY 2018 


DOG MENU e DOG BEER e DOG CIGARS 
DOG PARTIES eYAPPY HOUR 


2800 BAYSHORE BLVD, BRISBANE, CA (415) 467-2343 
7MILEHOUSE.COM/7MILEHOUND @7MILEHOUSE 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 





Serving continuously from 
11:30am -11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
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Fresh Eats from p29 


in the mood to spend $300 on gold-leaf 
omakase, but risking a meal on lifeless 
frozen tuna also isn’t exactly what you're 
looking for. Maybe you want a place 
that’s humble and not intimidating, with 
fresh, delicious fish at affordable prices. 
And the ideal sushi experience is waiting 
for you in the Richmond. 

Kabuto, on Geary Boulevard be- 
tween 15th and 16th avenues, has the 
perfect balance of authenticity, ele- 
gance, and kookiness. 

Walking in, you'll be greeted by a 
yell from the old man working behind 
the fish counter. Waiting to seat you is 
a young staff member wearing a white 
shirt and black tie that doesn’t seem to 
fit the atmosphere. Start with a cup of 
asari clam kai miso ($6), a brinier ver- 
sion of the classic Japanese appetizer 
that no proper sushi excursion can be 
without. Upon gazing upon tables full 
of scallops, oysters, tartars, ceviches, 
foie gras, duck, and truffled caviar, all 
individually plated and coursed out in 
front of your fellow diners, the wait- 
ress’ attire begins to make sense. 

I begin with the spicy scallop ($7). 
It’s silky and buttery, served with a 
dollop of “Kabuto spicy mustard” or 
— as] like to call it — Sriracha. Ka- 
buto’s take is delicious and delicate: It 
can even be ordered live! Next course is 
the toro tartare ($6). The massive bite 
of meaty umami explodes as it breaks 
free from a crunchy nori shell. It’s a 
lovely blend of soft tender tuna, avoca- 
do, rakkyo onion, deep-fried shiso, and 
crispy seaweed. Resembling a beef tar- 
tare, this is one of the most satisfying 
little bites on the menu. 

Halfway through the adventure, it’s 
time to take a detour back to dryland 
for the one dish I cannot visit Kabuto 
without ordering, the Sonoma Duck 
nigiri ($7). It’s a delectable little fillet 
of charred duck on a ball of soft sticky 
rice. Like most guilty pleasures, it’s 
incredibly simple, with a naughty dec- 
adence. One more course is necessary 
to bring the journey to its end, though. 
The “CiViChe’” is an intriguing dish of 
“halibut with salsa wrapped in deep 
fried seaweed and served with lime 
and sea salt, eaten with no sauce.” Two 
words: good choice. 

If there’s a little room left in the 
tank, nothing caps off a light meal like 
a ball of fried sugar. So finish with a 
scoop of tempura green tea ice cream 
($6). 

Kabuto Sushi is traditional and a 
little bit wacky. It’s classy enough for 
a nice first date and casual enough to 
bring someone you're already in love 
with. Overall, the experience reminds 
me a little bit of my first visit to La Cic- 
cia. Enough said! 


Kabuto 

5121 Geary Blvd., 415-752-5652 or 
kabuto-restaurant-san-francisco. 
sites.tablehero.com 





Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 











The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 





SFWEEKLY 


GOA slOnY 7 fr ws Cur 
NEWS@SFWEEKLY.COM 





_MUSIC_\ BYRNE-ING DOWN THE HOUSE ANALALAANN 


David Byrne Said 
Their Names at the Fox 








The Talking Heads icon paid tribute to Nia Wilson at last week's Oakland concert. 


By Zack Ruskin 


Sometimes we go to shows to 
dance. Other times, we attend seeking 
offerings of wisdom from the artists in 
question. Usually you know which one 
you re going to get before the first notes 
are played, but rarely is a musician able 
to deliver both. 

In an era when the term “legacy 
act” has become a bit of a slur — often 
used to forgive a subpar performance 
by proxy of what an artist has already 
accomplished in their career (see 
Dylan, Bob) — it’s only fair that some 
fans may have wondered just what 
David Byrne had in store for Oakland’s 
Fox Theater last Thursday. The Talking 
Heads founder has never been one to 
settle, having achieved success not 
only as a musician but also in theater, 
stage, and literature. Anyone a Tony 
short of the fabled EGOT is not likely 
to book a tour without good reason, 
and it didn’t take long for Byrne to 
prove he wasn’t making the rounds at 
age 66 simply to rest on his laurels. 

With the Fox stage decorated by 
a three-sided silver curtain, Byrne 
appeared shoeless in a gray suit and 
launched into “Here” off his latest solo 
record, American Utopia. Quickly, the 
evening’s main attraction joined, a 
diverse band in identical attire. With 
single drums or a keyboard slung 
around their necks, each member was 
unshackled from the confines of the 
standard rock-band arrangement and 
able to join Byrne in choreography for 
each song. 

From Talking Heads highlights 
like “Born Under Punches (The Heat 
Goes On)” and “Once in a Lifetime” to 
tracks from across Byrne’s solo career, 
the theatrics on stage only served to 
underscore the music’s potency. After 
only three songs, Byrne stopped the 
show to make a heartfelt pitch to the 
crowd’s younger members. 

“In 2014, only 20 percent of 18-to- 
29-year-olds voted,” he said. “We have 
to do better.” 

Byrne is hardly the first artist to 
use his platform to encourage a stron- 
ger turnout from young voters, but it 
should be noted that his words were 
far from the obligatory lip-service one 
has come to expect at any public event 
in recent years. Instead, Byrne spoke 
from the heart about the importance 


of his plea — and chose to do so early 
in his set rather than over the noise of 
grateful applause to ensure a captive 
audience. 

Following a performance that lasted 
nearly 90 minutes, Byrne returned 
for a second encore that changed the 
entire tone of the evening. Without 
retroactively reducing the joy he had 
so vociferously infused into the ma- 
jority of his set, Byrne elected to close 
out his set with a somber yet radical 
cover of Janelle Monae’s 2015 protest 
song against racial violence and police 
brutality. 

Solemnly noting that Monde had 
given him permission to update the 
lyrics to “Hell You Talmbout” as neces- 
sary, Byrne and his band proceeded to 
fill the Fox with chants of the names of 
African-Americans murdered merely 
for the color of their skin. Tragically, 
the song could have lasted for hours, 
but the version Byrne offered included 


tributes to Trayvon Martin, Freddie 
Gray, and Emmett Till. However, it was 
the moment that Nia Wilson’s name 
reverberated from the Oakland ven- 
ue’s walls that was perhaps the most 
powerful. 

Stabbed to death last month at a 
BART station, the slain 18-year-old 
has become a catalyst for local action 
against societal ambivalence in the face 
of systematic violence against minori- 
ties. If you want to summarize the Bay 
Area as it currently stands in 2018, 
look no further than the scene that 
transpired on Thursday evening. To see 
an overwhelmingly Caucasian populace 
that was, only moments earlier, cutting 
loose to the strains of the New Wave 
classic “Burning Down the House” (a 
song notably inspired by George Clin- 
ton’s Parliament-Funkadelic) suddenly 
confronted with a roll-call of the dead 
was staggering. 

Their absence was palpable. While 
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the individuals who Byrne and his 
band highlighted assuredly had mu- 
sic tastes as eclectic and personal as 
anyone else, it was gut-wrenching to 
realize that instead of being in the 
audience at a show, they were now be- 
ing asked to take on a role they never 
asked for — to serve as testaments to 
the truth of a vicious and devastating 
reality we all must accept our parts in. 

When we dream of what our future 
may hold, we hope to hear our name 
chanted in the way the audience clam- 
ored for Byrne before his set began. 
However, for as long as there are other 
names to chant — names that must be 
spoken and remembered — it is both 
the privilege and duty of artists like 
Byrne to cede their spotlight. 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and music 


for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | ® @zackruskin 


: feos : 
THURS AUG 23 ¢ 7PM-9:30PM ¢ $8 


PREGNANT (SACTO) 
BUTTER MAN (SF) 
WORK (OAKLAND) 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM-2AM « FREE! 
CHULITA VINYL CLUB 
FUNK, SOUL, HIP-HOP, CUMBIA, 

FREESTYLE Y OTRAS ROLAS 
FRI AUG 24 » 6PM-10PM « FREE! 


SOUL FINGER 
MOODY, ORGAN-DRIVEN SOUL 
PRESENTED BY DJ TONEARM 
FOLLOWED BY RAW AND WILD 
‘60S R&B, SOUL AND FUNK! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM ¢ $5 BEFORE 11PM 


SOUL! POWERED 
DJ 2SHY-SHY+DJ MELT W/U 
SPIN A DANCE PARTY HIGHLIGHTING 
SOME OF THE BEST SOUL MUSIC 
OF THE LAST 50 YEARS! 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, GROOVE, 
HIP-HOP, AFROBEAT, REGGAE 


SAT AUG 25 * $5 + 7:00PM-9:30PM 
THEE OLDE COUNTRY 
& SPECIAL GUESTS 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
EL SUPERRITMO! | 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 


SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SUN AUG 26 ¢ 7PM-11:30PM ¢ $8 
DEPTH CHARGE PRESENTS: 
THE FABULOUS DOWNEY BROTHERS 
(SEATTLE) © “CHAKI" ¢ “VANDALAZE 


(SACTO)” ° “THE SLOW POISONER” 


MON AUG 27 ¢ 7PM-10:00PM ¢ $8 


MOMENTOUS MONDAYS 
MO’ MONDAY, MO’ PROBLEMS 


(FORMERLY BIG WEDNESDAY) 
COMEDY WITH SOME VARIETY, 
WITH YOUR HOST, JEREMY WHEAT! 


FOLLOWING AT 10:00PM-1:30AM ¢ FREE! 


U 
SPINNING PUNK, ROCK N’ ROLL, 
ALL GOOD, ALL NIGHT! 


TUE AUG 28 ¢ 6PM-9:30PM ¢ FREE! 


CALYPSO BACCHANAL 
1950S & ‘60S TRINIDAD 
AT 45RPM 


ea 4313 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM-—4:30AM ¢ FREE! 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED AUG 29 « 8:00PM-10:00PM ¢ $8 


INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
PRESENTS; ALMAS FRONTERIZAS 
LATIN PSYCHE, FUNK, SOUL, CUMBIA 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM « FREE! 


INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
GOS 70S SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 
INTERNATIONAL TUNES THAT TAKE YOU THERE! 
DJS SPECIAL LORD B., BEN BRACKEN+BOBBY GANUSH 
SPECIAL GUEST DJ SGLAGRIMAS (TEARDROP SUNDAY)! 


COME HEAR WHAT'S BLOWING OUR MINDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-3997 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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FE ree 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 
KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THUR AUG 23 
THROWBACK THURSDAY 


CELEBRATE THE PAST OF THIS GLORIOUS 
CITY WITH “THE STEVE MCQUEEN” 
DRINK SPECIAL: AN ICE COLD CAN OF 
ANCHOR CALIFORNIA LAGER AND 

A SHOT OF BULLEIT Boilie ron 


SAT AUG 25 


BURN RIVER BURN! 
Balls Out Rock N Roll 
VIQUEEN 


All Out Rock n Roll! 
DOORS 9PM, SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 


SUN AUG 26 


SERVICE INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY 


(8PM-2AM) 

PAYING BACK TO THE HARD WORKING 
SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS, WE OF- 
FER YOU A BOTTLE OF LONE STAR BEER 
+ A SHOT OF EL JIMADOR FOR JUST $8... 


MON AUG 27 


MOJITO MONDAY (4pm-spm) 
EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON CASSY 
BUSTS OUT THE FRESH FRUIT TO 

MAKE YOU TASTY MOJITOS, GREY- 
HOUNDS, AND MORE TO WET YOUR 
WHISTLE... 


TUE AUG 28 


TEQUILA TUESDAY 


ONE TEQUILA. TWO TEQUILA, THREE 
TEQUILA, FLOOR... $6 WWGETS YOU AN 
ICE COLD CAN OF TECATE AND SHOT OF 

HORNITOS TEQUILA! 


AS Oe NT eb F) 


WHISKEY WEDNESDAY 


IT’S LIKE YOUR PARENT’S BASEMENT, 
ONLY THEY’RE ALWAYS OUTTA TOWN... 
$5 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD 120Z CAN OF 
PBR AND A SHOT OF JIM BEAM EVERY 
WEDNESDAY... 


COMING SOON! 
FRI_ AUG 31 


PUNK ROCK 
N SCHLOCK 
KARAOKE 


COME ON DOWN AND SING LOUD AND 
PROUD ON THE MAIN STAGE WITH 
YOUR HOSTESS THE LOVELY EILEEN AND 
AN ALMOST UNLIMITED SONG BOOK! 
9PM-2AM | NO COVER 


SAT SEPT_1 


SICK PIGEON 
NO CAPTAINS 


PUNK ROCK! 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


806.'S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 
415.824.1800 
MON-THU 4PM-2AM 
FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


SICQCL 5 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


\ | __ a _ 
THANK YOU 
FOR VOTING US 


MENSWEAR: 
SU 


YOU KNOW THE NAMES... 


YOU WON'T BELIEVE 
THE SELECTION! 


GSA carhartr [¥Jstacy ADAMS 


2366 MISSION ST. (BTWN. 19" & 20) 
415.824.7729 


www.zootsuitstore.com 


SAT, NOVEMBER 10TH 


* 


STARLINE SOCIAL CLUB 





tickets at events.noisepop.com 
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Music _\ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS \NKKAAN 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY, AUG. 23 


ROCK 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Acoustic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Project Queue, w/ Mingo Lewis, 9 p.m., $7, music@ 
boomboomroom.com. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Super Whatevr, w/ Elder Brother, Beach Goons, 
King Shelter, 7:30 p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Tilian, w/ Sunsleep, Sea In The Sky, 
9 p.m., $18. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Women’s 
Equality Day Show feat. Everyone Is Dirty, w/ 
Mayya & The Revolutionary Hell Yeah, SF Rock 
Project House Band, DJ Sugar Candy Mountain, 
7:30 p.m., $15. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Joe Stevens, 
w/ Mya Byrne, KB “Tuffy” Boyce, 8 p.m., Free. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Atta Kid, fourth Thursday of every month, 10 

p.m.-1.a.m., $5. 

McEvoy Foundation For The Arts: 1150 25th St, San 
Francisco. Christopher Willits & Danny Paul Grody, 
7 p.m., Free, info@mcevoyarts.org. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked Out 
Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@gmail.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Aish, w/ 
Whitney Tai, Dagmar, For Now, Dario Slavazza, 
8 p.m., $10 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sundance 
Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco. Stu Larsen & Natsuki Kurai II, w/ Tim Hart, 
7 p.m., $18. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos, fourth 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, San 
Francisco. Faun Fables, 12:30 p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 
w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Class of ‘84,” 
w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous 
Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Garth & 
Jen6, 10 p.m., $15. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Lower 
Altitudes, w/ Arash Sheikh, 9 p.m., $10. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Takeover 
Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Love + Propaganda: 85 Campton Place, San Fran- 
cisco. Computer Love, Free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. LSG 
New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6. 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Tropicana, w/ El Kool Kyle & DJ Santero, second 
and fourth Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., Free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Thirst Trap Thursday, The latest hip-hop and Top 
40 jams with DJ Eric Brian, 9 p.m., Free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,’ w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bub- 
ble,’ 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Soma Haus, Soma 
Haus is a party dedicated to bringing you afresh 
line up of favorite DJs in the Bay Area for a night 
of house music - every fourth Wednesday of the 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, AUG. 23 


Halestorm: W/ In This Moment, New Years 
Day, 7 p.m., $60. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Ra Ra Riot: 8 p.m., $25. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Rusko: W/ PLS&TY, Nico Crespo, 8 p.m., 
$35. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Fran- 
CISCO. 


FRIDAY, AUG. 24 


Féte Up: W/ iamnobodi, the lil dads, Juan 
G & Sean G, 9 p.m., $17. Mezzanine, 444 
Jessie, San Francisco. 

The Honorary Title: Performing “Anything 
Else But The Truth” in its entirety, w/ Sun 
Valley Gun Club, 8:30 p.m., $24. August 
Hall, 420 Mason St, San Francisco. 

King Dream: W/ Kendra McKinley, Andrew 
St. James, 9 p.m., $16. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, AUG. 25 


Alison Wonderland: W/ Baauer, 8 p.m., 
$42.50. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 
99 Grove, San Francisco. 


Calpurnia: 8 p.m., $25. 8 p.m., $25. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 
Scarface: W/ DJ 0 Pawsative, 9 p.m., $30. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 

Francisco. 


SUNDAY, AUG. 26 


Joey Dosik: 8 p.m., $18. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Walk Off The Earth: W/ Jack Mosbacher, 
8:30 p.m., $39. August Hall, 420 Mason 
St, San Francisco. 


MONDAY, AUG. 27 


The Smashing Pumpkins: W/ Metric, 
7 p.m., $30.50+. Oracle Arena, 7000 
Coliseum, Oakland. 


TUESDAY, AUG. 28 


Rolling Blackouts Coastal Fever: 8 p.m., 
$17. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY, AUG. 
29 


Midge Ure: W/ Paul Young, 8 p.m., $25. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco. 





month - hosted by Zara Mez., Every fourth Thurs- 
day, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com. 

HIP-HOP 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Peaches,’ 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live Jazz 
at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Free. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Todd Murray, w/ Quinn Johnson, 8 p.m., $22.50+. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, fourth 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, AUG. 24 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Mike Dillon Band, w/ Johnny Sketch, The 
Dirty Notes, DJ K-0S, 9 p.m., $17, music@boom- 
boomroom.com. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Siren Six!, w/ Slow Gherkin, Great Apes, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Lydia, w/ 
Jared & The Mill, Cherry Pools, 8:30 p.m., $18. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. ‘Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. SPACE2950 
Presents: Zikomo & Jared Jackson, w/ jarrad- 
cleofé, dakfu, GREGarious, and DJ Nakji, 9:30 
p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Josh 
Heinrichs, w/ Coast Tribe, 9 p.m., $20. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Fourth 
Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, fourth Friday 
of every month; Louda, w/ Los Bad Hombres Happy 
Hour, Fri., Aug. 24, 5-8 p.m., Free, badhombres@ 
loudamusic.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Toni Romitti, 
w/ PJ, Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., $18. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Francisco. 
“Breakfast with Enzo,’ w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. King 
Buffalo, w/ Death Cheetah, Fuckwolf, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Anna Lunoe, 
w/ Dillon Nathaniel, FOOLiE, Jazzy Uk, Wez, The 
Invisible Child, 10 p.m., $15. 

Audio: 316 lith St., San Francisco. Madeaux, w/ M3RC 
and Amprs&nd, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Willy Wonksta, w/ Daen-O, Elevener, 
Ben Danklin, Brizzy, Dgoahn, GLD DVK, J. Slai, 
10 p.m., $15. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. De Lux, 
w/ Traps PS, 8 p.m., $15. 

The sat 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 9 
p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Dark Shad- 
ows,’ w/ resident DJs Daniel Skellington & Melting 
Girl, fourth Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 
($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Ellona 
Santiago Birthday Bash & Single Release Party, 
XFactor Finalist, 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Robot Ears, w/ Lewis 
Fautzi, 10 p.m., $15. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco. 


Indie pop 


JENS LEKMAN 


8 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 
23, at The New Parish. 
$30; thenewparish.com 


Singer-songwriter Jens 
Lekman’s blistering sense 
of self-awareness is simul- 
taneously a blessing anda 
curse. The Swedish musi- 
cian, under the Mask-in- 
spired moniker Rocky 
Dennis, first came across listeners’ radars in 2003 when his Maple Leaves EP 
surged in popularity throughout music-sharing websites — and he nearly 
took over the indie-pop world in the late 2000s with his masterwork album, 
Night Falls over Kortedala. Now going by his birth name, Lekman released his 
2005 debut album When I Said I Wanted to Be Your Dog to near-unanimous ac- 
claim, but quickly became disillusioned with the industry, taking a short hia- 
tus from music. Thankfully, Lekman found himself inspired to create his 2007 
sophomore album Night Falls over Kortedala, a heartbreaking, humorous work 
blessed with quirky but elegant production, reminiscent of Belle & Sebastian. 
Lekman’s next album, 2012’s I Know What Love Isn't, is a dark, introspective 
look inside his troubled romantic life, which despite overwhelming praise, did 
not connect to fans on tour the way he imagined, leading to another brief pe- 
riod of artistic reclusion. Feeling rejuvenated after completing his ambitious 
year-long Postcards project — which saw him release a new song every week 
for a year — Lekman returned in 2017 with his wildly different, disco-in- 
spired studio album Life Will See You Now. A curve ball, this is nonetheless Lek- 
man at the happiest he has ever sounded — and arguably, at his creative peak. 


Photo by Ellika Henrikson 


Tim Casagrande 


Latino Fridays, World Class DJ’s playing the best 
Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 
The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Losing 
My Edge, Disco, Punk, Dance, Indie, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. ‘‘Flight 
Fridays," 10 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. 4th Fridays, 
Hip-Hop, R&B, Rap and House with Sean G and 
Z-Mo, fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., $5-S10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “'! 
D the ‘90s,’ w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny 
Phono, fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Shake Appeal, w/ Djs Ruby White, Abel Oleson, 
Galine MoDemoiselle, fourth Friday of every 
month, 6-10 p.m., Free. 

Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco. “iClub Papi!,”’ 
fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $12-$15. 
Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 

9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. FOOZOOL, 
W/ 8ULENTINA, The Creatrix, and Nihar Bhatt, 
9 p.m.-3 a.m., $10; Club 90s Presents: Daft Punk 
Rave, 10 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Club Raven,” 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Loaded,” w/ 
DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and guests, fourth 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $3. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Dance 
Fridays," weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Studio 
3AM," fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Back & Forth, W/ 
Resident Jayvi Velasco, fourth Friday of every 
month, Free; ‘Back & 4th,” w/ resident DJ Jayvi 
Velasco, fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m.., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘“’80s vs. 
‘90s, w/ resident DJ Mr. E, fourth Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 





vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & Beer 
Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free; Smith Dobson V, fourth Friday of every month, 
8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 8:30 


p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, fourth Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult; Stu 
Pilorz/Mark Rinta Quartet, Stu Pllorz and Mark 
Rinta lead the band for a weekly after-work 
jazz party., Fridays, 5:30-8 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Spencer Day, Fri., Aug. 24, 8 p.m.; Sat., Aug. 25, 
8 p.m., $37.50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, Fridays, 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Arianna 
Neikrug, Arianna Neikrug, winner of the Sarah 
Vaughn International Vocal Competition and 
Concord Recording artist, debuts her album, 
“Changes” in collaboration with multi Grammy 
Award winning pianist, arranger and producer, 
Laurence Hobgood., 7-8:30 p.m., $60, meredith® 
thecoleportersociety.org. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 
p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


SATURDAY, AUG. 25 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Every 
Move A Picture, w/ Fake Your Own Death, Strange 
Cities, 9 p.m., $13. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. HEAT 
WAVE!, All vinyl, all 45 soul and oldies dance party 


every 4th Saturday with DJs Miss Lonelyheart 
and Bibi, fourth Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Linda XYZ’ 69th 
Birthday Show, It's a mini-Mabuhay Gardens 
reunion with punk rock all-stars; party like it's 
1978! The Mutants with the beloved Fritz Fox is 
accompanied by Mia Simmans and Connie Cham- 
pagne. The Hellflowers are a hot, female-led spit 
fire band travelling up from Los Angeles., 9 p.m., 
$8, linda.xyz4ever@gmail.com. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San Fran- 
cisco. Sven & The Masterful Majestic Orchestra, 
w/ Hot Pink Feathers, The Not Yetis, 8 p.m., $24. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Jason Eady, w/ Mike Hellman Band, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco. Atilla, w/ Suicide Silence, Volumes, 
Rings of Saturn, Spite and Cross Your Fingers, 
6:15 p.m., $30. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Ban- 
quet, w/ Monarch, DEATHCHANT, Blow, DJ Baby 
Lemonade, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Willows: 1582 Folsom St., San Francisco. SOUL 
TIME!, 60's & 70's soul ‘n funk vinyl party., Every 
third Saturday, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. continues through 
Dec. 17, Free. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Baynk, 9:30 
p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Bleaux,’’ w/ 
Lindsay Slowhands & DJ Haute Toddy, fourth 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Victor Little's Big Hit, w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., 
$10, music@boomboomroom.com. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F,"" 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. ‘‘Mango,” fourth 
Saturday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 
F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Polyglamorous, w/ 

David Harness, 10 p.m., $12. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Set, 
w/ Hernan Cattaneo, Nick Warren, Guy Mantzur, 
9:30 p.m., $30. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Cow 


Electronic 


ANNA LUNOE 


10 p.m., Friday, Aug. 
24, at 1015 Folsom. 
$20; 1015.com 


Anna Lunoe was always 
destined to have a career 
in music, but through 
sheer dedication and an ir- 
resistible sound to her 
name, the DJ-produc- 
er-vocalist-host has 
quickly become one of 


Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. SinfulSatur- 
days, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infusionlounge-sf. 
com; “Infusion Saturdays," 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. Nice, w/ DJ 
Apollo & Fran Boogie, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Galaxy 
Radio,” w/ resident DJs Smac, Emils, Holly B, 
and guests, fourth Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““Bounce!,”” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 
10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Tony Hum- 
phries, Presented by As You Like It, 9 p.m., $19.99. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
“The Cotton Pony Party: A Dance Party for Girls,” 
fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Non Stop 
Bhangra - India Celebration Party, 9 p.m., $15, 
nonstopbhangra@gmail.com; FACE, w/ Khotin, DJ 
D.Dee & Eug, 9:30 p.m., $10; Khotin, W/ DJ D.Dee, 
Eug, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,” w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Bearracuda 
12 Year Anniversary, Bearracuda is the largest bear 
dance party in the U.S. -- now in 25 cities across 
the world, with parties in San Francisco, Seattle, 
Chicago, Vancouver, NYC, Amsterdam, Austin, 
Atlanta, Dallas, Sydney and beyond. Voted ‘Best 
club for queer men” in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 
by the San Francisco Bay Guardian., 10 p.m., $10. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Dark Room,” 
Last Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

HIP-HOP 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today's 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 80's and 
90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 p.m.., Free. 


JAZZ 


Photo by Elizabeth DeLa Piadra 


dance music’s most respected names. The Sydney-born Lunoe spent her youth 
playing acoustic guitar, eventually finding her way into DJing — to enormous 
success, playing alongside fellow Aussies Flume and Nina Las Vegas. To ad- 
vance in her career, Lunoe moved to Los Angeles in 2012 and made her initial 
impact on to the American electronic scene with her banging debut EP Anna 
Lunoe & Friends. Lunoe would spend the next two years releasing a steady 
stream of music, gaining a massive fanbase with her bass-heavy, house-tinged 
style complete with custom vocals from Lunoe. Cementing her status as a key 
tastemaker for the international electronic scene, 2015 saw the launch of Lu- 
noe’s weekly Beats 1 radio show HYPERHOUSE, which has since seen guest ap- 
pearances from the likes of Diplo, Jamie xx, and Kaskade. Defying 
expectations is something Lunoe has mastered during her career, as seen when 
she was the first female solo artist to play Electric Daisy Carnival’s main stage 
in 2016, or when she played a chaotic set in Coachella’s Sahara Tent with live 
vocals, shortly after announcing her pregnancy, all reasons why the master-cu- 
rator’s skills or love for the scene shall never be in question. Tim Casagrande 





Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 8:30 
p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kamikaze 
Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Persian 
Flamenco Jazz Group, 8 p.m., $25. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe Trieste 
Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Damir, 
8 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Spencer Day, Fri., Aug. 24, 8 p.m.; Sat., Aug. 25, 
8 p.m., $37.50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘‘Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Work- 
man, fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m. 

Yerba Buena Gardens: Fourth St. & Mission, San 
Francisco. Van Anh Vo & The VA’V, 1p.m., Free. 


SUNDAY, AUG. 26 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Sloppy Seconds, w/ The Memphis Murder Men, 
HEWHOCANNOTBENAMED, The Hammerbombs, 
8:30 p.m., $15. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. A Night 
with Andrew Combs, w/ Rose Droll, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The Luxo- 
matics, 6 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 


5 <i jane 


OPEN NOON - 2AM 
EVERYDAY 


HAPPY HOUR 
M-F NOON - 7PM 


COCKTAILS + BEER 
PLINY THE ELDER 
ON TAP 


PATIO + POOL + 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


CREDIT CARDS 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


510 LARKIN @ TURK 
THE TENDERLOIN SF 


415 926 8118 
lefeley4=) t=] aie (C) 
Vaal ol-lcol gale) axel at-mecolan 
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1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 4 } } . 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF I LLMORE SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


JOBO IOHN 
& THE LOVE 

Sy NIG] DYN Ae NUE ON Mas) 
TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 


a4 


g 


THE ZOMBIES 
LIZ BRASHER 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $47.50 


MACY GRAY 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
1BYOLO) S/N) 5 (ODEN PRO) 


MURDER BY DEATH 


WILLIAM ELLIOTT WHITMORE 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 & 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
DOORS 7:30/ SHOW 8:30 © $25.50 


THE RECORD COMPANY 


MADISEN WARD & THE MAMA BEAR 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $30.00 


SHOVELS & ROPE 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $30.50 


HOUNDMOUTH 


FAMILY OF THE YEAR 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
1BYOLO) SIAN) 5 (ODEN PLOROO) 


NOTHING BUT THIEVES 


GRANDSON, DEMOB HAPPY 


ticketmaster.com 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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ANDREW W.K. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 


THE FRIGHTS 


HUNNY, HOT FLASH HEAT WAVE 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $39.50 


JOHNNY MARR 


THE BELLE GAME 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $28.50 


PARQUET COURTS 


GONG GONG GONG 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


SUN KIL MOON 


JESSICA PRATT 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


CONOR OBERST & 


THE MYSTIC VALLEY BAND 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $36.50 


ANI DIFRANCO 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $29.50 


JACKIE GREENE 


LNGUNTIAS, (Doeosi City 








Indie rock 


CALPURNIA 


Photo by Pooneh Ghana 


8 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 25, at The Fillmore. $25; thefillmore.com 


A rock band whose members are each barely old enough to drive a car sounds 
like a recipe for disaster, but Calpurnia has proven naysayers gleefully wrong, 
with a refined guitar-driven sound reminiscent of 1960s psychedelia anda 
heavy dose of garage-rock attitude. Fronting the Vancouver quartet is Finn 
Wolfhard, best known for his starring roles on Stranger Things and It, and who 
formed the band with childhood friends over the course of a few years. Equally 
inspired by The Beatles and Beck, Calpurnia jumped into the studio earlier this 
year to record the debut EP Scout, produced by fellow indie rockers Twin Peaks, 
which was released in June to widespread praise. Many critics claimed Calpur- 
nia’s debut to be impressive for any rock band, let alone one made up of teen- 
agers. Scout subtly weaves through many styles, which can be attributed to all 
four members of the group bringing their own backgrounds and influences 
into the mix. In an interview with Stereogum, Wolfhard claimed that was the 
result of a democratic atmosphere in the studio, saying, “If you're in a collec- 
tive, I feel like everyone should have the same say. ... We were all equal in the 


studio.” Tim Casagrande 


Micah Schnabel, w/ Ayden Graham, Tommy P. (of 
Harlow's Monkeys), 8 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4p.m.; The Door Slammers, fourth Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sundance 
Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 9 
p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘’Kick It!: ‘80s 
at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Donald 
Glaude, 10 p.m., $15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free; Stamina, 
w/ DJ SS, Bladerunner, 10 p.m., Free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sundays, 
Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk," 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Werd., w/ Tyrel 
Williams, Woo, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. ‘‘Replay Sundays,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Cognitive 
Dissonance,” fourth Sunday of every month, 
6:30 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Yaboy Diverse X Travii Devan, w/ Elite 
CeeJay, Gucci Primetime, Lil Mac, 6:30 p.m., $16. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. “Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Landol & Natural, 10 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 8 p.m. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Electric 
Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m., $10. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
second and fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m.., free. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, 
and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


Py. SInuite Only 


6" ANNIVERSARY 





STARRING YOUR FAVORITE PENTHOUSE KEYGIRLS 


Thursday September 20", 2018 


Complimentary Cocktails & Passed Hors D'oeuvres 
FROM 6PM- LOPM 


SAN FRA Pes 


PENTHOUSE 


RSVP at PenthousesSF.com to request an invite 
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SAVAGE LOVE \ PICKLES & SURROGATES 


by Dan Savage 


I’m ina pickle. All I want is to experience touch, 
intimacy, and sexual pleasure—but without freaking 
out. I grew up with a lot of negative messages from 
men due to developing early, as well as having some 
other physical/sexual trauma (no rape or abuse), 
but the combination has me seriously fucked up. 
Whenever I get close to physical intimacy with 
someone, I run away. I actually faked an emergency 
once and physically ran away because I knew sex 
was a possibility that night. I'm not a virgin—but 
in those instances, I’ve been really drunk (and 
experienced no emotional/physical pleasure). This is 
not what I want for my life. I want a relationship and 
love, and to be open and comfortable with someone 
expressing their care for me in a physical way without 
panicked thoughts flooding my brain. I've done lots of 
therapy, which has helped, but not enough. I recently 
heard of something called a sexual surrogate. From 
what I understand, it’s somebody who is trained to 
therapeutically provide physical touch and intimacy in 
a controlled and safe environment. Are they legit? 

She Can’t Adequately Release Extreme 
Dread 


Sexual surrogates are legit, SCARED, but please 
don’t call them sexual surrogates. 

“We'd like to see the language shift back to 
‘surrogate partner, which was the original term,” 
said Vena Blanchard, president of the International 
Professional Surrogates Association (IPSA). 
“Masters and Johnson originated the concept, and 
their treatment program was based on the theory 
that many people had problems that required the 
help of a cooperative partner, and some people 
didn’t have partners. So they trained people to 
work as ‘partner surrogates. The media took the 
term ‘partner surrogate’ and changed it to ‘sexual 
surrogate’ because it sounded sexier. But ‘sexual 
surrogate’ implies that the work is all about sex.” 

So if surrogate partner therapy is not about 
sex—or not all about sex—then what is it 
primarily about? 

“Surrogate partner therapy is a therapeutic 
treatment that combines psychotherapy with 
experiential learning,” said Blanchard. “It’s a 
program designed for people like SCARED, for 
people who struggle with anxiety, panic, and 
past trauma—things that can distort a person’s 
experience in the moment.” 

Surrogate partner therapy happens in stages, 
with each progressive stage representing another 
“teeny, tiny baby step,” as Blanchard put it. 

“The client first works with a legitimate 
therapist until the therapist thinks the client 
is ready to work with a surrogate partner,” said 
Blanchard. “You may start by sitting in opposite 
chairs and just talking. At some point, they might 
sit and hold hands, practice relaxation techniques, 
and focus on simple sensations. In the next 
session, they might touch each other’s faces with 
their hands.” 

Sex can and does sometimes occur in the later 
stages of surrogate partner therapy, SCARED, but 
it doesn’t always and it’s not the goal—healing is. 

“By having these repeated safe experiences, in 
a context where there’s no pressure, and consent 
is emphasized, and the patient is in control,” said 
Blanchard, “someone liked SCARED can learn 
to manage her anxiety, and her prior negative 
experiences are replaced with positive new 


experiences.” 

While I had her on the phone, I asked 
Blanchard the first question many people have 
about surrogate partners: Are surrogate partners 
sex workers? 

“A sex worker offers a sexual experience—that 
is the primary intention of what is a business 
transaction,’ said Blanchard. “What a surrogate 
partner offers are healing and education. And 
while healing and education might also take 
place in a sex-work environment, and while 
some form of sexual contact might take place in 
surrogate partner therapy, the primary intention 
is different. A patient working with a surrogate 
partner is there to heal old injuries or break out 
of bad patterns so they can have a relationship 
in the future. People go to sex workers for an 
immediate experience—the agenda is sexual and 
about right now, not therapeutic and about the 
future.” 

Then I asked Blanchard the second question 
many people have about surrogate partner 
therapy: Is it legal? 

“There’s no place that it’s illegal,” said 
Blanchard. “There’s never been a court case 
challenging it. In California, where surrogate 
partner therapy is most common, no one has ever 
in 50 years challenged it.” 

If you're interested in working with a 
surrogate partner, SCARED, you can contact 
the referrals coordinator at IPSA’s website: 
surrogatetherapy.org. 

Finally, SCARED, the number of trained and 
qualified surrogate partners is relatively small— 
IPSA has just 70 members—so you might need 
to go where most of those trained and qualified 


surrogates partners are in order to work with one. 


(The part of California that isn’t on fire is lovely 
this time of year.) 

“Since there aren’t many qualified surrogate 
partners available,” said Blanchard, “people 
sometimes need to travel to another location and 
work intensively. People will come for two weeks 
and work every single day with a therapist and a 
surrogate partner.” 


My partner and I have been together for 11 
years and have always had a great sex life. I love his 
cock, we have similar appetites, and until recently 
everything was great. But he has always had an 
aversion to blood. He is a pacifist, a vegetarian, and a 
recovering Muslim, so as much as I don’t understand 
his fear, I would never push him to have sex during 
my period. The problem is now I bleed whenever we 
have sex—just a tiny bit, but that’s enough to kill it 
for him, and the sex is immediately over. We already 
have enough constraints with differing schedules, 
kids, lack of privacy, periods. This is a big deal for me, 
and I don’t know how to deal with it. Any ideas? 

Afraid To Bleed 


Turn off the lights, draw the curtains, have sex 
in the dark, get him a blindfold—and insist he 
see a therapist who specializes in helping people 
overcome their irrational phobias. 


On the Lovecast, better sex through 
mindfulness: savagelovecast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Welcome to the world's best 
aromatherapy relaxation. 


(@Xolaat-Waals-ymnelels 
beauitful young staff. 


Asian Palace Spa 
704 Kearny Street 
San Francisco 
(415) 477-9988 
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415-359-2600 


602 Jackson St. @ Kearny 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415.781.5224 
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Grand Opening 
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The Best Massage in town! 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 

$35 


New Oasis Day Spa 
2501 Clement St 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 















Best Asian | 
Massage in ; 
Oakland! / 


Beautiful Young Staff | | : 


Ma Health Spa 


(510) 419-3909 
Open 9-10:30 7 days 


324 10th Street #309 
Oakland, CA 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0382326-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Crepe Em Coming, 660 E 
Gish Road, San Jose, CA 
95112, County of Santa Clara 
Registered Owner(s): 
Shio To Kosao LLC (CA), 
825 Minnesota, Apt. #7, San 
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Francisco, CA 94107 

The business is conducted by: 
a limited liability company 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on not 
applicable 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
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correct. (A_ registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 
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S/ Sara Praegitzer, Member/ 
Owner 

Shio To Kosao LLC 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on July 26, 2018 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
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at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
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in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
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or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

8/2, 8/9, 8/16, 8/23/18 
CNS-3158580# 
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Since 1988, Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 

A+ BBB Rating 
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“Connect2Classes has 
become one of our most 
valuable assets in filling 
our classroom.” 
The Wine Outlet, Seattle 


San Francisco Media Co., 

is looking for motivated, 
energetic and outgoing 
individuals to join our Street 
Team/Promotions program. 
This is a part-time, paid, 
entry level position 


As a Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will 
learn from other members 
who will act as San 
Francisco Examiner, SF 
Weekly and other brand 
ambassadors at on-site 
promotions. On-site tasks 
you will learn include: 
assisting with events, 
set-up/tear-down of 
equipment, distributing 
promotional material, 
product sampling, interface 
with clients, readers and 
the general public. Duties 
within the Promotions 
Department will include, 
but are not limited to, 
assisting with event 
preparation (packing event 
materials and loading car), 
and other general office 
duties as needed. 


The ideal candidate will be a 
team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, 
communications skills, and 
is outgoing, responsible, 
and capable of multitasking. 


Street Team/Promo 
members must 
demonstrate a positive 
attitude, be reliable, 
cheerful and cooperative 


at all times in order to 
maintain a productive work 
environment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 
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Discover Exciting New Classes. Get Inspired! 
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Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed 
weekdays/evenings/ 
weekends 

- Maintain a professional 
appearance 


To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter: 
coordinators@ 
sfmediaco.com 


Rubicon Global Holdings, 
LLC seeks Solution Architect 
in San Francisco, CA. Fax 
resumes to 678-906-261, 
quote job #SA018. 


Software Engineer, 
Mapping. San Francisco, CA. 
MS/MA in Com Sci, Robotics 
or rltd. Ouster, Inc., mark. 
frichtl|@ouster.io. 


Director of Sales (Wallarm 
Inc - S. San Francisco, CA) 
Oversee sales, mktg. of 
cyber sec sw products. 
Mstr’'s in BA or Mktg w/ 
courses in Econometrics, 
People Mgmt, Bus. Dev. 
Strat. req. + lyr exp w/cyber 
sec. prods. 

35 hrs/wk. 

Res: jobs@wallarm.com 


Thoroughbred Racehorse 
Groom 

Victor Trujillo/ 

Victor Trujillo Racing Stable 
Golden Gate Fields, 
Berkeley CA 


2 pos. Full time/Tack room 
avail 


Contact Victor 


@ 510-290-3723 
Investment Banking VP 
cross-border transactions- 
Cowen & Co LLC, SF, CA, - 
Work w/sr bankers on range 
of domestic & cross border 
transactions, perform 
financl analysis, research, & 
modeling. Conduct financl 
due diligence, business 
dvipmnt & relationship 
mgmt. Req'd: Bach Finance, 
Accounting, Econ, or 

Stats + 5 yrs progressively 
responsible exp performing 
financl analysis in support 
of transaction execution 

& business dvlpmnt in 
investment banking or corp 
banking setting, working w/ 
sr bankers on cross border 
transactions, performing 
financl research, analysis, 

& modeling, conducting 
financl due diligence, 
business dvlpmnt & 
relationship mgmt. Travel 
to Asia 5 to 6 times/ yr for 
trips of approx. 1 wk. Send 
resume to: 
IBTechnologyRecruiting@ 
cowen. 


Smule / San Francisco, CA 
seeks a quantitative analyst 
w/ highly quantitative skills 
to process huge amount 

of data, build models, 
generate actionable 
insights, develop models, 
perform data analysis & 
drive business impact. MS 
Statistics/Any Quantitative 
Field + 1-yr exp ina data 
analytics position + knowl. 
of statistics, split test, SQL, 
Python R. Resumes to HR, 
Job#0527, 139 Townsend 
St., # 300, San Francisco, CA 
94107. 
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